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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

NEXT 

COUNCIL MEETING: 

MARCH 8, 2022 

7:30 PM 
In person. 

Check emails for any 

changes. 

 

Following meeting: 

APRIL 12 

 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

skiclub.com                  March, 2022                  president@skiclub.com 

Dear Fellow Constituents of the Council, 
 

Making predictions is a risky game, but I’m willing to 

step out on a limb now and say that things finally 

look like they’re moving back toward normal.  

Omicron really threw us for a loop and, although it 

certainly impacted many people to a severe degree, 

the general consensus seems to be that the more 

mild strain has left us with broader population 

immunity and a case load peak in our collective 

wake.  Knock on wood, but I’m deeply encouraged. 

 

At the same time, our CSC business also seems to be 

on the right track.  While it’s true that we’ve 

struggled to pull together a stable plan for OnSnow 

2022 (the truly herculean efforts of Dave Zuraw, 

who deserves special credit and praise, 

notwithstanding), I see these troubles more as a 

result of unfortunate timing.  After all, the advent of 

the highly transmissible Omicron coincided very 

closely with the most crucial lead-up and planning 

stages of the event.  The 2021 SnowBall, in my 

opinion, was similarly compromised. 

 

And yet we now find ourselves on the other side of 

another successful, if slightly pared down for the 

sake of an overabundance of caution, Kids’ Day.  In 

addition, all signs point to the CSC’s official March 

trip to Chamonix finally moving forward after having 

been delayed since its original planned date of 2020  

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Deadline for the April 

newsletter is March 20. 

Please send info to me at: 

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com. 

Thanks, 

Ginny Ludwig  

THE CSC on Social Media 

The CSC social media 

coordinator is Jamie Ransom.  

He can be reached at 

Roadsandwaves@gmail.com 

for all the Council’s Facebook 

and Instagram posts.   

Webmaster’s Email 

 

Please send all information 

you wish to have posted on 

the CSC’s website to  

Bill Leuze at: 

webmaster@skiclub.com   

– third time’s the charm.  There is also 

the Spring/Summer Picnic – a new 

event conceived as a rain-date for our 

previous canceled SnowBall but one 

that I hope might become a more 

regular part of the CSC culture – 

currently being planned for only a few 

short months from now.  Finally, it is my 

intention and hope that the remainder 

of our CSC meetings for this season 

(March, April, and May) will be held 

together again in person. 

 

In short, I’m feeling optimistic that 

things are moving in the right direction, 

and I hope you all are as well.  We’ve 

been very fortunate as a Council that 

with a few technological stop-gaps and 

an awful lot of dedicated hard work 

from much of our membership we’ve 

been able to remain adaptive through 

all the craziness of COVID.  And, 

although I think it may yet be just a little 

too soon to declare complete victory, I 

think we’re almost out of the woods. 

Looking forward to seeing you in 

March! 

Your brother in Winter, 

Ben 

 CSC Elections 

Hello, CT Ski Council Members – 

 

The Connecticut Ski Council will be holding an election on April 12, 2022 for the offices of President and 

Treasurer.  If you or anyone you know would like to be a candidate for one of these positions, please contact 

us on the Nominating Committee so that we can add that name to the ballot.  The Nominating Committee 

thanks you. 

Paul D’Attilio, 860-977-3633, castskiclub@sbcglobal.net; Joe Mahowski - 860-502-2500; Kevin Cronin - 

croninskiclub@comcast.net  

 

 

mailto:don.ludwig.45@gmail.com
mailto:Roadsandwaves@gmail.com
mailto:castskiclub@sbcglobal.net
mailto:croninskiclub@comcast.net


  

  
 Greetings from your Vice President 
 

Winter has brought its variable temperatures and weather to us yet I 

hope that each and every one of you is enjoying some robust 

adventures on the snow, which is our New England playscape at this 

timeof the year!  Monday Night Racing has had a fantastic season, bus 

trips from ski clubs are returning, and outdoor enthusiasts are packing 

the New England slopes.  Although our OnSnow Carnival has been 

tabled for this year, let’s reflect on that and put our heads together for 

what alternatives the Council needs to consider going forward. 

 

I had the pleasure of representing our CSC during a Zoom meeting 

with 39 Council reps from within the National Federation this past 

week.  The meeting was a question and answer seminar with a 

representative from Vail Resorts, PC.  The session was quite 

interesting (did someone say lines at chair lifts??) and I look forward 

to sharing outcomes from the meeting with all of our CSC 

representatives during our March CSC meeting. 

 

Mike Brown is working on plans for our Spring/Summer Picnic, to be 

held on Saturday, June 25, 2022, at the New Britain Falcon Field.  The 

band under contract is “Eight to the Bar,” food will be available, 

volleyball, cornhole, dancing and fun for all ages!  The planning 

committee will be able to meet live and in person prior to our March 

CSC meeting…so be certain to listen for details.  

 

Lastly, our current Ambassador, Dave Zuraw, gave a valiant effort to 

facilitate our OnSnow Carnival this year, however, the CSC doesn’t 

appear to be ready to embrace the event at this time.  Please thank 

Dave for his efforts.  Now he needs to take time to relax and restore, 

as later this spring he will commence planning SnowBall 2022, to be 

held Saturday, November 12, 2022 at the Hartford/Windsor Marriott.  

The band under contract is “Rumrunners.” 

 

Meanwhile…stay healthy, continue to enjoy the transition from winter 

into spring with all of your snow activities.  Have fun and be safe!  See 

you in person at our March 8 CSC meeting! 

 

Marsha Baretta 

CSC Vice President 

OnSnow Winter Carnival – 

IMPORTANT UPDATE 
 

OnSnow Carnival 2022 at Smuggler’s Notch is a few 

days away (March 4-6).  The Saturday dinner is 

cancelled as we have not received any payments 

and the known total is only 30-35. 

 

This is now a great trip to Smuggler’s Notch!!  No 

events or dinner but the condo/lift ticket pricing 

remains the same. 

 

Contact Ben Childs at Smuggler’s to reserve your 

condo (includes lift tickets), if condos are still 

available: 802-0644-1282, bchilds@smuggs.com.  

NEW CONDO INFO: The studio condos all have a 

king bed and a sleeper sofa. 

 

See Ben Childs at Smuggler’s office to get your lift 

tickets if you are not staying in our pre-arranged 

condos. 

 

Contact Dave Zuraw at dscwebmaster@yahoo.com) 

if you have any questions. 

 

I want to thank you all for the support and 

appreciation you have shown me these last few 

months while I tried to make a true Winter Carnival 

happen during these challenging times.  

  

Let’s all be prepared for a huge OnSnow Winter 

Carnival in 2023. 

 

Dave Zuraw, 

Chairperson 

SnowBall 2022 

It is an honor and a privilege to serve as your Ambassador 

for the 2022 SnowBall, Nov. 12, 2022 at Hartford/Windsor 

Marriott.  The band, Rumrunners, has been reserved. 

 

I’d like to start some preliminary planning/brainstorming 

soon.  To do so, I would like to have the name and contact 

info of the person from each of these clubs who will be on 

the team: Double Diamonds, CE, Cronin, Electric Boat, 

Fairfield Flakes, Goodmen, Hartford, Meriden, Metroland, 

Montachusett, NAVA, New Haven, Pinnacle, and UConn. 

Thanks, 

Dave Zuraw 

USED Items for Sale 

 

15 skis and snowboards; 20 clothing items; a few boot bags and a barely used 

large Thule Cascade XT.  Just let me know what you are interested in, 

including sizes, and I’ll send you detailed info and pictures.  Some items are for 

kids, some old race skis, one pair of fat skis. 

No reasonable offer refused. 

Dave Zuraw 

dscwebmaster@yahoo.com.  

mailto:bchilds@smuggs.com
mailto:dscwebmaster@yahoo.com
mailto:dscwebmaster@yahoo.com


  
MONDAY NIGHT RACE SERIES 

As of this printing, the last Monday night race is Monday 

February 21. 

 

New Haven is in first with an insurmountable lead at 3718 

points, Newington in second with 2528,  

Mt Laurel in third with 1421.  New Haven has dominated the 

Monday Night Series, jumping out with an early lead, and 

staying in front all the way! 

 

The last Monday night hopefully saw all of the bibs collected 

that night.  If they were not collected that night, your club 

will be responsible to replace the bib. 

 

It has been a crazy season with the temps going up and 

down most of the season.  Still plenty of good snow 

conditions out there.  I hope you find some.   

 

The awards for Monday night will be handed out at the April 

12
th

 CSC meeting.  Please plan to have a racing 

representative there to collect the awards for your club. 

 

I am hoping next year will return to normal, and our local CT 

State Races and the CT Senior Winter Games will be back in 

play.  Dave Zuraw has done the best he could for the 

OnSnow Carnival at Smugglers Notch – which didn’t include 

racing competition, but a fun weekend.  If you can, please 

support Smugglers Notch as they did win the Carnival bid, 

and it is a great place to ski.  We can only hope that next 

year will allow all the CSC events to return to our racing 

calendar.  Think snow, or at least think cold! 

 

Rob Dexter 

skicouncil@gmail.com  (This email is NEW!!) 

CSC Racing Chairperson 

 

Club-hosted Trip for You!!.   

 

Taos Ski Valley 

Mar. 26-April 2, 2022 Host: Ski Bears of CT 

 

Cost: $1,850 or $1,450 

Includes:  

R/T non-stop flight on Southwest; R/T private ground transfers with beverage and snack; 7 nights at ski-in/ski-out Snakedance  

2-bedroom condos; welcome party; group dinner party; après ski party; fleece vest with Ski Bears logo; 5-day lift pass with full 

package. 

Full package w/ 5-day lift pass - $800 deposit due now 

Full package for IKON holders - $650 deposit due now 

Sign up at skibears.org and fill out membership and trip forms.  Send with payment to Ski Bears of CT, PO Box 1653, Norwalk, CT  

06852-1653.  Contact: joseph.maltese1@verizon.net.   

 

From the former Ambassador and now  

2022 Picnic Coordinator 

 

Plans for the June 25th summer picnic are under way!   

We have “Eight to the Bar” booked, and are currently 

working on food options.  Several food trucks of 

differing culinary styles have expressed interest, from 

sliders and pizza to Asian fusion.  The plan is to have a 

mini food truck festival at the picnic, and attendees will 

be able to purchase directly from the vendors.  There 

will be dessert offerings too!   

 

We are planning to start the event early enough to make 

it appealing for families to attend with kids. 

Exact timing has not yet been worked out, but we are 

expecting a mid-to-late afternoon start with volleyball, 

cornhole, and other “picnic” games TBD.  Food trucks 

will arrive for dinner time, then “Eight to the Bar” will 

take the stage to get the party going into the night!  

There is a large covered pavilion for the music and 

dancing, tables will be set up for dining, and we are 

expecting everyone to have a rocking good time, as only 

the CSC can do!  There will be several door prizes 

included in the ticket purchase price, and tickets will be 

sold in advance of the picnic.  Exact cost is TBD, but the 

hope is to keep it around $10. 

 

Thank you, and see you soon, 

Mike Brown 

2020/2021 CSC Ambassador 

mailto:skicouncil@gmail.com
mailto:joseph.maltese1@verizon.net


 

 

AWARENESS DAYS:  John Filakovsky 

203-372-6683; 

jgfilakovsky19@gmail.com. 

NEWSLETTER: Ginny Ludwig 

203-250-1560; 

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com  

RACING:  Rob Dexter, 860-836-9304; 

skicouncil@gmail.com  

WEBMASTER: Bill Leuze, 

webmasater@skiclub.com 

HISTORIAN:  TBA 

PAST PRESIDENT: Jonathan Houck 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Ben Tomczak 

president@skiclub.com  

 

 

CT SKI COUNCIL  MEETING LOCATION: 

The Back 9 Restaurant at Stanley Golf Course, 

245 Hartford Avenue, New Britain 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

Visit our website at skiclub.com. 
The purpose of the Connecticut Ski Council is to foster and encourage 

organized amateur skiing and riding, to assist in the development of new 

clubs, to sponsor and run inter-club competition, promote club activity on 

and off the snow, and to teach skiing and ski safety skills to others.  The 

Council offers discounts on lift tickets, ski trips, lodging, competitive racing, 

Nordic programs, ski instruction, and social and sporting events, 

community involvement, physical conditioning,  

meeting people and having fun. 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

2020-2021 Season Officers 
 

PRESIDENT: 

Ben Tomczak; 

president@skiclub.com   

VICE PRESIDENT:  Marsha Baretta 

skimars93@gmail.com  

TREASURER:  Amanda Aven 

48 Terry Rd, Gales Ferry, CT  06335 

ct.ski.treasurer@gmail.com 

810-300-9155 

SECRETARY: Jonathan Houck, 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net 

AMBASSADOR:   Dave Zuraw 

dscwebmaster@yahoo.com 

BULK TICKETS:  Southern Tier:  

Nancy Nolan, 28 Homestead Pl,  

Cheshire, CT  06410.     203-272-4681 

nancynolan@snet.net.  

Northern Tier Bulk Tickets: 

Mark Robitaille , 

marklrobitaille@gmail.com 
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