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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

NEXT 

COUNCIL MEETING: 

SEPT. 14, 2021 

7:30 PM 
 

LIVE and IN-PERSON! 
 

Following meeting: 

October 12 

 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

skiclub.com                  September, 2021                  president@skiclub.com 

Dear Fellow Constituents of the Council, 
 

From the bottom of August, greetings, and I 

hope you’ve all managed to enjoy at least a 

little bit of time in relaxation and respite from 

the anxieties of the world.  It feels like it was 

only last week that I stood on the precipice of a 

summer that winked and smiled and seemed to 

promise a return to the kind of thoughtless 

freedom that we had known before COVID.  

And, yes, there was some of that – a few good 

beach days, precious time with family and 

friends, and even a concert or two.  But of 

course there has also been Delta hysteria, 

significant geo-political upheaval and lots and 

lots and LOTS of humidity and rain.  The reality 

of the world is seldom kind to my inherent 

optimism, but so it goes. 

 

And so it goes, too, for the CSC, I think.  After 

our 2020/2021 season, having lived with so 

much uncertainty, I have been earnestly 

looking forward to the time when we might 

resume our normal business and recreation 

without the looming threat of the pandemic.  

In my mind, I had idealized a perfect pre-2020 

season replete with a packed SnowBall, plently 

of bulk tickets and Awareness Days, and 

nothing but a sea of smiling faces from lodge to 

peak at every resort.  However, as COVID fears 

persist and both mountains and patrons 

struggle to come to grips with what our coming 

and future seasons will truly be like (Will there 

be capacity restrictions?   Mask, or even 

vaccine, mandates?  Will the mountains claw 

back even more benefits?), I think we had 

better start this season with the expectation 

that things are still in flux. 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Deadline for the October 

newsletter is September 20. 

Please send info to me at: 

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com. 

Thanks, 

Ginny Ludwig  

THE CSC on Social Media 

The CSC social media 

coordinator is Jamie Ransom.  

He can be reached at 

Roadsandwaves@gmail.com 

for all the Council’s Facebook 

and Instagram posts.   

Webmaster’s Email 

 

Please send all information 

you wish to have posted on 

the CSC’s website to  

Bill Leuze at: 

webmaster@skiclub.com   

The truth is that the winter sports 

landscape is changing, and has been 

for longer than the last year and a 

half, arguably heralded first by the 

advent of the collective passes.  And 

yes, COVID has perhaps accelerated 

a trend toward decreased mountain 

cooperation with our organization, 

but the trajectory appears the same 

– businesses will seek to cut costs 

and drive profits, even at the 

expense of long-time partners.  It’s 

no secret that the down-stream 

effects of these policies may be 

decreasing interest in CSC 

membership, so now is the time 

where we need to shed the skin 

we’ve known and innovate new 

ways to offer value to our members.  

There are many clubs that are 

thriving even now – if your club 

rosters are on the wane, I would like 

to suggest having a hard look at 

whether or not your members feel a 

sense of companionship in your 

club.  Is there a social component?  

Are there benefits year-round?  Or 

have your members been loosely 

tied together by the promise of 

discounted lift tickets?  I’m not 

saying one model is good and the 

other bad, per se, but member 

engagement is going to become 

increasingly important going 

forward if we want to preserve our 

Council.      (See page 2, please.) 
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Bulk Ticket News 

 

Bulk ticket credits have been sent to all clubs.  

If you have any questions please contact me.   

I have been in touch with Bromley and 

Killington/Pico and will have the cost for this 

season’s tickets by early September.  As soon as 

I have the pricing, I’ll notify bulk ticket 

coordinators.  Time to get the skis and boards 

ready for a great winter season!  Meantime, enjoy 

the rest of the summer.  nancynolan@snet.net.   

 

Nancy Nolan 

CSC Southern Bulk Ticket Coordinator 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Continued 

 

One thing I know for sure is that it’s easy to 

be loyal when times are fat and a lot harder 

when times are lean, and the health of the 

CSC ultimately lays at the feet of our 

individual members.  It’s going to take time 

for our clubs, and our Council, to course-

correct and reinvent themselves, and even 

the most robust clubs will face the need to 

adapt in some capacity.  So, to our members, 

please help us by renewing your 

memberships, proselytizing about us to 

friends and family that aren’t yet members, 

and becoming active in our clubs if you 

aren’t already.  We need new faces, new 

ideas, and new passion – not just 

membership dollars.  We are working on 

ways to make our organization viable for 

many years to come, but we need your 

ongoing support – especially when things are 

uncertain and it may feel easier to put off 

membership “just for this season.” 

 

Anyway, despite all the gloom, let’s cheer up 

a bit – after all, it’s already started snowing 

in Utah, and we’ll have winter at our own 

doorstep before we know it. Looking forward 

to seeing you all soon. 

 

Your brother in Winter, 

Ben 

Summer Greetings from your Vice President! 
 

I hope that each and every one of you has and is continuing to prosper as 

well as enjoy a healthy and vibrant summer!  We have endured 

approximately 18 months of COVID-19 vaccines, masks, testing, 

quarantining, and social distancing, and hopefully you and your loved 

ones survived it all!  Some of us are now preparing for our 3
rd

 vaccine – 

Just Do IT!!  We went through a year of limited social engagements and 

hopefully everyone is ready to “party” as long as everyone respects the 

well-being of ourselves and each other.  So, get ready to party at our re-

established annual SnowBall fundraiser!  Yes, there will be a SnowBall 

this year!!! 

 

Saturday, November 13, 2021 at the Hartford-Windsor Marriott is the 

date and site.  The band will be one of the CSC’s favorites, the 

Rumrunners!  The ticket price is $25. if paid in advance.  Mike Brown, our 

2019-2021 CSC Ambassador will oversee ticket sales commencing with 

our first CSC meeting in September.  The planning team has been 

working throughout this summer overseeing their tasks and getting their 

club members involved in the preparation to put on a fabulous evening 

of dancing, fun, camaraderie, and great raffle prizes all for you!  The 

hotel is accepting reservations for Hospitality Suites from clubs as well as 

room reservations from individual event-goers. 

 

The task for each ski club is to donate at least 4 prizes to the raffle.  A 

prize may consist of any combination of items or gift certificates that 

total $40. or more.  While we indicate that each club is expected to 

donate at least 4 prizes – that goes for all clubs whether they send any 

attendees to the SnowBall or not -- those clubs that do send an enclave 

of attendees to the SnowBall are asked to donate a number of raffle 

prizes that equates to at least one-third the number of their attendees. 

 

In the meantime, stay healthy, mask up, get vaccinated, and have fun!  

We in New England can enjoy the outdoor beauty of all the seasons: 

swimming, boating, cycling, hiking, skiing, and snowboarding among 

them.  Enjoy the beauty around us as we gently head toward Autumn.  I 

look forward to seeing all of you at our first regular CSC meeting on 

September 14, at the Back Nine Tavern (Stanley Golf Course). 

 

Marsha Baretta 

CSC Vice President 

OnSnow Winter Carnival 

 
We expect 2022 OnSnow Winter Carnival bids from Okemo, Waterville 

Valley and Smugglers Notch (so far) but have not received them yet.  If we 

do receive them in time to process and send out at least several days before 

the September CSC meeting, we plan to vote at that meeting for your 

mountain of choice. 

 

Thank you all for your patience! 

Dave Zuraw 

dscwebmaster@yahoo.com 
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The first planned ski trip of the season! 

 

Val Thorens, France 

March 5-13, 2022  Host: Pinnacle Ski Club 

Cost: $3,100 per person/double occupancy 

Includes: 

Nonstop R/T air JFK/Geneva (1 suitcase, skis & bags fly 

free!); 

Deluxe motorcoach airport transfers; 

Seven nights in Club Med Val Thorens Sensation; 

Full European breakfast, lunch and dinner daily with full 

open bar; 

6-day ski pass and 5 days of ski instruction;  

Baggage tags and travel packets for all participants. 

 

Questions? Drew Berescik at 203-572-2401, or 

Drewster333@aol.com. 

 

Hello Racers! 

At this time, there has been no discussion about the CT 

Senior Games for the CT Ski Council which we typically 

hold at Ski Sundown.  Stay tuned. 

 

Monday Night Race Series:  Is on again for this year, at 

Mount Southington.  Mount Southington did a great job 

last year, and we are looking forward to another great job 

this year.  At this time, we have not discussed the 

specifics, but all will be very close to last year’s season – 

only better!!  The CSC will be working with AdminSports 

to again have remote registration on-line.  We had some 

glitches, but most worked out OK.  We will do even better 

this year.  We will go with the same everybody-gets-a-

bib-for-the-season, and turns it in at the end.  All of the 

bibs (for which there were records) were turned in!  We 

are missing a few because of confusion with some 

handouts, but we will be more controlled this year and, 

hopefully, no handing out the same number twice. 

 

I am hoping we will have the state races, but too early to 

say yet. 

 

We will make sure all racers can stay as safe as can be, 

and will update you with whatever our process will be 

when we can.  Think about a big snow year! 

 

Rob Dexter 

CSC Racing Chairperson 

 

KIDS’ LEARN-TO-SKI DAY 2021 

 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

 

CSC Kids’ Learn to ski Day will be held on Saturday, 

January 29, 2022, at Mount Southington Ski Area! 

 

We will be posting a flyer containing details for 

participation in the October newsletter, and will 

update the CSC Kids’ Learn to Ski Day information 

regularly to reflect conditions that may be in place 

regarding any COVID restrictions. 

 

FOR NOW, though, note the date – we look forward 

to welcoming young skiers for a day of fun and 

instruction. 

 

Jonathan Houck 
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AWARENESS DAYS:  John Filakowsky 

203-372-6683; 

jgfilakovsky19@gmail.com. 

NEWSLETTER: Ginny Ludwig 

203-250-1560; 

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com  

RACING:  Rob Dexter, 860-836-9304; 

skicouncil@sbcglobal.net  

WEBMASTER: Bill Leuze, 

webmasater@skiclub.com 

HISTORIAN:  TBA 

PAST PRESIDENT: Jonathan Houck 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Ben Tomczak 

president@skiclub.com  

 

 

CT SKI COUNCIL  MEETING LOCATION: 

The Back 9 Restaurant at Stanley Golf Course, 

245 Hartford Avenue, New Britain 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

Visit our website at skiclub.com. 
The purpose of the Connecticut Ski Council is to foster and encourage 

organized amateur skiing and riding, to assist in the development of new 

clubs, to sponsor and run inter-club competition, promote club activity 

on and off the snow, and to teach skiing and ski safety skills to others.  

The Council offers discounts on lift tickets, ski trips, lodging, competitive 

racing, Nordic programs, ski instruction, and social and sporting events, 

community involvement, physical conditioning,  

meeting people and having fun. 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

2020-2021 Season Officers 
 

PRESIDENT: 

Ben Tomczak; 

president@skiclub.com   

VICE PRESIDENT:  Marsha Baretta 

skimars93@gmail.com  

TREASURER:  Amanda Aven 

48 Terry Rd, Gales Ferry, CT  06335 

ct.ski.treasurer@gmail.com 

810-300-9155 

SECRETARY: Jonathan Houck, 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net 

AMBASSADOR:   Mike Brown 

2020cscamb@gmail.com  

BULK TICKETS:  Southern Tier:  

Nancy Nolan, 28 Homestead Pl,  

Cheshire, CT  06410.     203-272-4681 

nancynolan@snet.net.  

Northern Tier Bulk Tickets: 

Mark Robitaille , 

marklrobitaille@gmail.com 

 

 

BAD WEATHER  may necessitate 

the postponement of a CSC 

meeting.  Please check the CSC 

website at skiclub.com for last 

minute information. 
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