
     

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

COUNCIL MEETING: 

Sept. 10, 2019 

Time: 7:30 pm 

LOCATION: 
The Back 9 at the  

Stanley Golf Course, 

New Britain 

 

Following meeting: 

October 8, 2019 

 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

skiclub.com                    September, 2019                  president@skiclub.com 

Dear Fellow Constituents of the Council, 

 

If the snow squalls this winter are as fierce and 

frequent as this recent rash of thunderstorms, 

we’ll be in the throes of powdered bliss before 

we know it.  And it will be here before we know 

it – the summer feels like it’s already mostly 

behind us; but I hope it was a wonderful 

intermission for all of you.  Now back to 

business! 

 

You might have heard some news a few weeks 

back, fit to disrupt even the most sublime 

summer revelry.  I’m referring, of course, to the 

red-letter announcement that Vail has 

purchased seventeen Peak Resorts mountains, 

including CSC favorite Mount Snow.  Speaking 

of fierce storms…love the collective passes or 

not, there are certainly big changes on the 

horizon in the Northeast.  How, or, if at all, we 

can adapt to them is the question on many 

people’s minds as we begin to think of our 

upcoming season. 

 

There are many who I’ve spoken with who 

have really sung the praises of the collective 

pass model – they appreciate the economy and 

breadth of diversity in available resorts that the 

passes offer, and have made strong cases for  

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

The next newsletter will be 

for October – the deadline is 

September 20. Please send 

info to me at  

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com 

Thanks, Ginny Ludwig 

 

THE CSC on Social Media 

The CSC social media 

coordinator is Jamie Ransom.  

He can be reached at 

Roadsandwaves@gmail.com 

for all the Council’s Facebook 

and Instagram posts.   

Webmaster’s Email 

 

Please send all information 

you wish to have posted on 

the CSC’s website to Bill 

Leuze at: 

webmaster@skiclub.com   

why it can make sense to buy them. 

Others are more leery of the specter 

from Colorado, seemingly climbing 

over and devouring every resort in 

its path – to them, this smacks of 

monopoly. 

 

All I can tell for now is that this 

experiment in mountain culture is 

unfolding in our backyard, and we’re 

along for the ride.  Now, as much as 

ever, let’s lean on each other and 

our Council to chart these strange 

seas.  There’s no doubt that some of 

our most important programs will 

change, but we have extraordinarily 

fit people at the helms of our 

committees, and I know they are 

agile enough to find innovative ways 

forward.  Still, we should all be 

thinking of what we can do to help 

bring the CSC into this new and 

potentially challenging era.  

 

Your brother in Winter, 

Ben 

BULK TICKET NEWS 

As of the newsletter deadline, Killington, Pico, and Stratton ticket prices are confirmed, and 

Bromley an Sugarbush will be soon.  Most of you have heard that Vail has purchased Mount Snow 

and several other resorts in the Northeast.  Unfortunately, Vail will not offer the Council bulk ticket 

or Awareness Day programs, but the resorts listed above will continue to offer programs to us. 

 

Please be sure to come to the September Council meeting to pick up your club’s refund for the 

Okemo bulk tickets returned last season.  Questions? Please contact me at nancynolan@snet.net. 

Nancy Nolan, Bulk Ticket Coordinator 
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From the Treasurer 
Dues are payable at the September CSC meeting.  Dues MUST be 

paid before your club can receive membership stickers or place 

bulk ticket orders.  If you need to know the amount that your club 

owes for dues for the 2019-2020 season, please email me at 

ct.ski.treasurer@gmail.com with the subject “CSC dues” and your 

club name.  If your membership numbers have not changed, your 

dues will be the same as last year. 

 

Here is the dues structure: 

 15-50 members: $50.00 

 51-100 members: $100.00 

 101-150 members: $150.00 

 151-200 members: $200.00 

 501 or more members: $250.00 

Please make your checks payable to the Connecticut Ski Council 

and put your club name in the memo part of the check.  You can 

mail your checks to me prior to the meeting: Amanda Aven,  

48 Terry Rd., Gales Ferry, CT  06335.  I will be at the hall in 

September at 7:00 PM to collect dues prior to the meeting.   

Hope you all had a great summer! 

 

Thank you, 

Amanda 

 

2019 SnowBall 

“SNOW DANCE” 

Skiing is a Dance, and the Mountain Always Leads! 

 

Please be sure a representative from your club is present at 

the September CSC meeting to pick up your Snowball ticket 

package.  I will be there starting at 6:30 PM.  The envelope will 

contain: 

 Snowball event tickets for your club 

 Club ticket log sheet 

 2019 Snowball Snow Dance posters/flyers 

 Sample CSC Snowball raffle donation solicitation 

letter to use when soliciting local businesses 

 Club raffle donation log, to list your raffle donations  

It’s very important your Snowball club rep attends to pick up 

this envelope, and to get additional information about the 

Snowball.  The ticket price this year is $25 in advance; $30 at 

the door.  Final deadline for all checks, unsold tickets, ticket 

logs, donations for the raffle, and raffle donation log is 

Tuesday, November 12. 

 

Hotel rooms for the Hartford/Windsor Marriott are available 

now at the Council discount price of $103. per room.  

Hospitality suites are also available.  When reserving a room, 

be certain to mention the 2019 CSC Snowball.  Lisa Cicitto is 

our hotel agent for reservations. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all in September. 

Debbie Bonnanzio, 2019 CSC Ambassador 

From the Vice President… 

Hello, Everyone! 

 

I hope that Summer 2019 offered time for everyone to relax, 

refresh, and revitalize!  Ski season is quickly approaching and 

with that our thoughts are turned to the sole fundraiser of the 

CSC, our annual Snowball.  CSC Ambassador, Deb Bonnanzio, 

has done a fine job in establishing a theme, date, and setting for 

our annual event.  Please read her article in this newsletter and 

get ready for a fabulous evening with CSC clubs, as we kick off 

our ski season at “Snow Dance”.  It is Sat., November 16, 2019, 

at the Hartford/Windsor Marriott.  Details regarding tickets and 

hospitality suites are given in Deb’s article. 

 

Please join Deb and me as we welcome Mike Brown from 

Newington Ski Club, who has stepped forward to serve as our 

Ambassador Apprentice for this year!  This means that Mike will 

be the CSC Ambassador for 2020.  He has served as the 

Newington Ambassador for the past two years, been a regular 

Monday night racer, and an active participant (as well as 

volunteer) at our OnSnow Carnival for several years.  

Congratulations and welcome, Mike! 

 

Mike will observe and assist as Deb and I, and a team of 

volunteers from many of our ski clubs continue to work behind 

the scenes preparing for Snowball 2019.  Most importantly at 

this time, Ben Tomczak from Hamilton Sundstrand, and John 

Saresky of Norwalk are the two individuals who will maintain the 

database for all solicited raffle prizes.  Details will be announced 

at the September meeting, and the entire snowball team will be 

introduced.  These volunteers are working hard to create a 

special night for all of you, so please thank the entire team, and 

join us for a fabulous Snowball on November 16! 

 

See you on September 10! 

Marsha 

 

 

 Reminder to All Clubs 

Your club must complete the CSC membership form that 

includes the names and contact information for all of 

your club’s officers for the 2019-2020 season.  This 

information is necessary to provide your club with the 

most current Council information in a timely manner.  

Send the roster to: Nancy Nolan at 

nancynolan@snet.net  
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If we’re talking ski trips, winter must be near! 

 

Connecticut Ski Council and Metroland Ski Club invite you to   CHAMONIX – MONT BLANC, FRANCE 

 

March 13 – 21, 2020 

Price: Only $1799. Per person, double  occupancy 

 

Price includes:  

Round trip air between JFK and Milan via Emirates Airlines; Round trip transfers from Milan airport and Chamonix via 

private motor coach; 7 nights in Chamonix at 4-star Folie Douce Hotel; Full breakfast buffet daily; 5 dinners at hotel 

 (2 nights on your own); Welcome drink and resort orientation evening of arrival; Portage of one piece of luggage per 

person; Use of spa facilities; All local taxes; Current air fuel surcharges of $300/pp, guaranteed when seats are 

confirmed; Current air taxes of $161/pp, subject to change until ticketed. 

 

Seat-hold deposit of $99 due now at:  squareup.com/store/metroland-ski-club-Trip-4-Chamonix-March13-21-2020.  

Future payments to be made to tour operator directly. 

Zermatt and Lucerne, Switzerland 

Jan. 24-Feb. 2, 2020 Sponsor:  Danbury Ski Club 

Skiing for all levels at the foot of the Matterhorn! 

Cost: $2640/pp, double; $3015/pp, single; $2965/pp, land 

only, for a 9-day trip! 

Includes: 

Roundtrip air between JFK and Geneva on Swiss Air;  skis fly 

free; motor coach transfers; taxes and surcharges; portage 

post-departure travel insurance (Alphorn Tours provides group 

protection after departure); 7 nights at Hotel Ambassador (4* 

with private baths in heart of Zermatt); full European breakfast 

and dinner daily; welcome wine and cheese party; Indoor 

swimming pool, sauna and fitness room; 6-days skiing at 

Zermatt and Cervinia ($410 value); 1 night in Lucerne at Hotel 

Continental Parc;  Full European buffet breakfast on day of 

departure to Zurich. 

Contact: Pam Golde, meanoldmom@comcast.net, or at  

914-806-5290. 

 

Jackson Hole and  Grand Targhee 

Feb. 8-15, 2020  Sponsor: Pinnacle ski Club 

Cost: $1975/pp doub occ (See Pinnacle website for full 

details:pinnacleski.org/trips.html) IKON pass holders discount. 

Includes: 

Round trip air from JFK to Jackson Hole via Delta; All ground 

transportation; taxes; 7 nights at The Parkway Inn (downtown 

Jackson Hole); daily continental breakfast (no hot food); 4-day 

lift ticket to Jackson/ 1-day to Grand Targhee with 

transportation; 2 groups dinners; parking at commuter lot in 

Westport with bus to JFK. 

Contact: Drew Berescik at drewster333@aol.com  

Andorra and Barcelona, Spain 

Jan. 31-Feb 8, 2020 Sponsor: Metroland Ski Club 

Ski the Pyrenees on the French/Spanish border. 

 Cost: $1475/pp, double occ.  $1904/pp, single 

Includes: Round trip air from JFK and Barcelona via 

Delta; ground transportation to/from Andorra; 1 free 

bag (ski & boot bag count as one); 5 nights at 4-star Art 

Hotel in downtown Andorra; welcome reception;   

5 possible ski days; private transfer to ski area daily; hot 

and cold breakfast buffet daily; 3 or 4-course dinner 

daily; discounts on rentals; local taxes; fuel surcharges 

up to $389/pp.; travel to Barcelona for 2 nights at 4-star 

Avenida Palace; half-day city tour; transfer to airport. 

Deposit of $155 due now. 

Contact: metrolandskiclub@gmail.com.  To reserve 

contact: squareup.com/store/metroland-ski-club-Trip-

1-Andorra-Jan31-Feb8-2020. 

 

Snowbird, Utah 

March 8-15, 2020 Sponsor: Danbury Ski Club 

Cost: $1995/pp, double occ. 

Includes: Round trip air NYC to Salt Lake City; transfers, 

taxes, surcharges, portage; 7 nights at ski-in/ski-out Cliff 

Lodge; breakfast buffet daily; welcome reception; 

mountain tour; 5-day lift pass w/ free 6th day.  Options: 

heli-skiing, day trip to Deer Valley. 

Contact: Charles Rubano, secondhillstudio@gmail.com 

Or 860-463-3125 

mailto:meanoldmom@comcast.net
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AWARENESS DAYS:  John Filakowsky 

203-372-6683; 

jgfilakovsky19@gmail.com. 

NEWSLETTER: Ginny Ludwig 

203-250-1560; 

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com  

RACING:  Rob Dexter, 860-836-9304; 

skicouncil@sbcglobal.net  

WEBMASTER: Bill Leuze, 

webmasater@skiclub.com 

HISTORIAN:  TBA 

PAST PRESIDENT: Jonathan Houck 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Ben Tomczak 

president@skiclub.com  

 

BAD WEATHER 

Bad weather may necessitate the 

postponement of a CSC meeting.  

Please check the CSC website at 

skiclub.com. 

Newsletter Editor 

Ginny Ludwig 

45 Wintergreen Lane 

Cheshire, CT  06410 

CT SKI COUNCIL  MEETING LOCATION:  

The Back 9 Restaurant at Stanley Golf Course,  

245 Hartford Avenue, New Britain 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

Visit our website at skiclub.com. 
The purpose of the Connecticut Ski Council is to foster 

and encourage organized amateur skiing and riding, to 

assist in the development of new clubs, to sponsor and 

run inter-club competition, promote club activity on and 

off the snow, and to teach skiing and ski safety skills to 

others.  The Council offers discounts on lift tickets, ski 

trips, lodging, competitive racing, Nordic programs, ski 

instruction, and social and sporting events, community 

involvement, physical conditioning, meeting people and 

having fun. 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

2018-2019 Season Officers 

 

PRESIDENT: 

Ben Tomczak; 

president@skiclub.com   

VICE PRESIDENT:  Marsha Baretta 

skimars93@gmail.com  

TREASURER:  Amanda Aven 

48 Terry Rd, Gales Ferry, CT  06334 

ct.ski.treasurer@gmail.com 

810-300-9155 

SECRETARY: Jonathan Houck, 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net 

AMBASSADOR:   Debbie Bonnanzio 

dbonnanzio@yahoo.com 

BULK TICKETS:  Southern Tier:  

Nancy Nolan, 28 Homestead Pl,  

Cheshire, CT  06410.     203-272-4681 

nancynolan@snet.net.  

Northern Tier Bulk Tickets: 

Mark Robitaille  
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