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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

NEXT 

COUNCIL MEETING: 

OCT. 12, 2021 

7:30 PM 
 

LIVE and IN-PERSON! 
 

Following meeting: 

November 9 

 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

skiclub.com                  October, 2021                  president@skiclub.com 

Dear Fellow Constituents of the Council, 
 

I wanted to take a moment to thank all those 

club presidents and reps who joined us a week 

ago at the Back Nine.  Although club 

attendance tends to be high at the first 

meeting of the season anyway, I was pleasantly 

surprised that only 4 clubs out of our current 

42 were not present at our inaugural.  This was 

particularly encouraging to me because I had 

received more than a few outreaches 

concerning the meeting and whether or not 

there would be a remote option for 

attendance, or if there would be in-person 

attendance at all. 

 

I think it’s worth formally addressing these 

concerns, and in doing so hope to give you a 

small window into the way I’m thinking about 

our activities at this point.  As many of you 

likely recall, it felt important to me to end the 

turbulent 2020-2021 season with a sense of 

normalcy by resuming our in-person meetings 

at our accustomed venue – however, it was still 

a rather exceptional time.  Vaccine distribution 

was still relatively new then, and the State had 

only just begun to reopen, so it seemed 

appropriate to have a remote component to 

our meeting (which, by the way, was only 

barely possible with the technology I had on 

hand).   Many people elected to join in-person, 

but many were understandably unwilling and 

chose to dial in – and we managed to scrape 

by.  At this point, though, things are not as they 

were in May.  Now, 75% of the Connecticut 

population has received at least one dose of 

vaccine, any adult desiring a vaccine has had 

the opportunity to get it for the better part of  

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Deadline for the November 

newsletter is October 20. 

Please send info to me at: 

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com. 

Thanks, 

Ginny Ludwig  

THE CSC on Social Media 

The CSC social media 

coordinator is Jamie Ransom.  

He can be reached at 

Roadsandwaves@gmail.com 

for all the Council’s Facebook 

and Instagram posts.   

Webmaster’s Email 

 

Please send all information 

you wish to have posted on 

the CSC’s website to  

Bill Leuze at: 

webmaster@skiclub.com   

the year, and restaurants have been in a 

state of non-restriction for 4 months.  In 

short, in my best judgment (and, 

incidentally, the judgment of our 

policymakers at the State level), it is 

time to meet and discuss our important 

issues again under a single roof. 

 

If you did not attend our Sept. 2021 

meeting, you missed the opportunity to 

see the smiling faces of our friends 

again and to engage in the business of 

the Council, and we missed you.  And, 

while I understand that there are still 

some people with reservations about 

in-person attendance, I’d like to assure 

you that we are carefully watching the 

State guidelines on an ongoing basis 

and will always meet what our local 

officials have deemed appropriate as a 

standard.  Remember, too, that you 

always have the personal discretion to 

wear a mask for the duration of the 

meeting or to sit apart from others 

around you – the room is, indeed, bit 

enough, and we want all of our 

members to take the measures that 

make them feel at ease.  In the 

meantime, though, attendance to our 

meetings per the CSC constitution is 

being observed, so we hope all clubs 

able to send representatives will join us 

at  our next meeting on October 12 at 

the Back Nine. 

 

Your brother in Winter, 

 

Ben 
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Bulk Ticket News 

 

From the North – 

The Northern tier resorts (Burke, Jay Peak, Loon, 

and Waterville Valley) are very interested in 

participating in the CSC Bulk Ticket/Voucher 

program.  Unfortunately, they have not finalized 

their pricing for the upcoming season.  Once 

prices are finalized/available, an email will be sent 

to the CSC Bulk Ticket/Voucher coordinators, 

along with any available credits.  Northern tier 

will again use an online facility to have orders 

submitted.  If you have questions, please contact 

Mark Robitaille at mroitaille@aeskiclub.com. 

 

And from the South – 

This season, the Southern tier will include 

Bromley, Killington adult and youth, and Pico 

adult and youth.  All tickets will be valid on any 

day during the 2021-2022 season. 

All orders must be submitted at the October 12 

Council meeting.  Payment must be made with a 

bank certified check, payable to CT Ski Council.  

Completed orders will be available for pick-up at 

the November Council meeting.  Club ticket 

coordinators have received last season’s credits 

and ticket pricing for this season.  If you have 

questions, contact Nancy Nolan at 

nancynolan@snet.net. 

 

Greetings from your Ambassador 

 

We are sad to announce that we have made the difficult decision to once 

again postpone the SnowBall for another year.  This is not something that 

came lightly, or without a lot of thought.  The first piece came after a 

conversation with my contact with our band, Rum Runners.  After playing 

the Milford Oyster Festival and another large outdoor event this summer, 

several members of the band came down with COVID, including some 

who where fully vaccinated.  They are currently very leery of playing such 

a large indoor event such as ours.  The vulnerability demonstrated at 

these outdoor events highlights the continued concern surrounding large 

gatherings.  The second part of the decision came about after polling the 

presidents of our ski cubs.  Several said straight out that it was unlikely 

any of their members would attend, and most of the rest quoted greatly 

reduced numbers.  The question was raised if we could mandate proof of 

vaccination, but after checking with the governor’s office, we are not 

allowed to make such demands.  We can only follow CDC and local 

guidelines.  Without a large number of attendees, we would be unlikely 

to even cover the cost of the SnowBall, never mind raise any money for 

the CSC. 

 

On a much more positive note, our efforts are going to shift to arranging 

a large outdoor picnic for late spring/early summer of 2022.  This would 

most likely take place at Falcon Field in New Britain, and would allow 

everyone to get out and socialize, enjoy some good food and music, and 

yes, dance!  (There is a large pavilion we can use.)  Details are just 

starting to be worked out, so stay tuned! 

 

Mike Brown 

CSC Ambassador 

The first planned ski trip of the season! 

Val Thorens, France 

March 5-13, 2022  Host: Pinnacle Ski Club 

Cost: $3,100 per person/double occupancy 

Includes: 

Nonstop R/T air JFK/Geneva (1 suitcase, skis & bags fly free!); 

Deluxe motorcoach airport transfers; Seven nights in Club Med 

Val Thorens Sensation; Full European breakfast, lunch and 

dinner daily with full open bar; 6-day ski pass and 5 days of ski 

instruction;  Baggage tags and travel packets for all 

participants. 

Questions? Drew Berescik at 203-572-2401, or 

Drewster333@aol.com. 

 

 

OnSnow Winter Carnival 

 

We expect 2022 OnSnow Winter Carnival 

bids from Okemo, Waterville Valley and 

Smugglers Notch (so far) but have not 

received them yet.  We will distribute 

them to the Council for a vote as soon as 

information is available. 

 

Thank you all for your patience! 

 

Dave Zuraw 

dscwebmaster@yahoo.com 
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  KIDS’ LEARN-TO-SKI DAY 2021 

 

Hi Everyone! 

I hope that you are all looking forward to a great ski season. 

 

Unfortunately, based on the business meeting held this past 

Tuesday, September 14, and the decision of the Board 

following the recommendation of the SnowBall committee to 

once again postpone the SnowBall, I feel the need to decline 

running Kids’ Day this winter. 

 

We have had a very successful past several years holding the 

event at Mount Southington, with increasing numbers of 

participants, volunteers and Council clubs.  However, as I am 

sure most of you are aware, Kids’ Day is subsidized by the 

Council, with a significant portion of the funds coming from the 

raffle proceeds at SnowBall. 

 

I would be the last person to jeopardize the Council finances, 

which are currently very sound, by incurring this expense 

under these circumstances. 

 

I would encourage anyone who has an alternative means of 

holding Kids’ Day and wished to run the event to contact Ben 

and me.  However, unless someone else is willing and able to 

run Kids’ Day without Council financial backing, I have to let 

Mount Southington know that we are releasing the date 

reserved for the event (Sat., January 29, 2022).  Not hearing 

anything, I will call Mount Southington on Oct. 25, 2021 to 

release the date. 

 

Please know that if someone else does step up to run the 

event without financial backing from the Council, I am willing 

to serve on the event committee and help however I can. 

 

Let’s hope and pray for a fully functional society in time for 

Kids’ Day 2023!! 

 

Jonathan Houck 

From your Vice President 

Hello fellow members of the CT Ski Council!!  I hope you are 

enjoying a healthy and vigorous autumn as we prepare for the 

onset of “Snow Season”.  It should come as no surprise to those 

of you reading this, that SnowBall 2021 has been postponed to 

November, 12, 2022.  If you didn’t attend the CSC meeting on 

Sept. 14, I’ll attempt to briefly enlighten you to the details and, 

on a happier note, inform you of progress since the meeting. 

 

DETAILS:  Mike Brown, our CSC Ambassador, and I became 

aware of challenging details that threatened the success of 

SnowBall 2021.  First, none of the CSC ski clubs had reserved a 

Hospitality Suite; second, our band Rum Runners indicated their 

reluctance to perform at our indoor event in that 6 of the 8 band 

members contracted COVID while performing at an outdoor 

event this summer; and, lastly, the presidential survey responses 

we received indicated that approximately only 200 people would 

be likely to attend this year’s SnowBall (a far cry from the 500 

folks who normally attend annually).  On top of all that lies the 

concern that many of our vendors are reluctant to supply us with 

complementary items for our humongous raffle, due to the lean  

economic year they experienced from COVID19.  

 

FINANCIALS:  So now…the GREAT news… I truly thank the 

entire body assembled at the CSC on Sept. 14 for voting in favor 

of postponing the SnowBall until 2022!  Additionally, the 

general body approved to pay a cancellation/postponement fee, 

which becomes a deposit to the Marriott for our event in 2022.  

The amount of that fee was scheduled to reflect 90% of the 

reserved hotel and banquet rooms along with 40% of the food 

and beverage bill, plus taxes.  That fee has been renegotiated and 

(at the time of this writing) the Hartford/Windsor Marriott 

dropped the 90% reserved room fee, so…the CSC only needs to 

pay forward to SnowBall 2022 the 40% of food and beverage!  

That means the postponement fee of approximately $9000.00 has 

been reduced to less than $2000.00. 

 

SUMMER PICNIC:  The committee that dedicated themselves 

to the success of both the 2020 and 2021 SnowBalls will now 

move forward to plan and implement a Spring outdoor 

barbeque/picnic in June at Falcon Field in New Britain, complete 

with band, covered dance floor (big enough for 2000 Polka 

dancers!), covered food area, and plenty of field space for 

sporting events.  The event will be planned under the leadership 

of Ambassador Mike Brown and our own Robert Kot of the New 

Britain Falcons club is the site director for the facility!  So stay 

healthy, get outside for as much exercise and fun as you are able 

to.  We don’t know what the Winter has in store for us with 

COVID19 and its variants, so live each day to your fullest as we 

move forward to the snow season! 

 

Thank you again for your vote of confidence on SnowBall 2022. 

 

Marsha Baretta 



 

  

CSC Racing 

Yes, we will have a Monday night race league this year.  Mount Southington will be open.  And it probably will be similar to 

last year.  We are not exactly sure what this new look will be – but the current outline follows: We will again use 

AdminSports for racer registration and lift tickets.  NO exception, registration through them. 

 

 STEP 1:  The yearly registration season waivers will be through AdminSports.  The yearly waiver will be required 

BEFORE you register for any individual races.  We will not do the pizza nights – people who registered early but did 

not race made it difficult for me to keep track of racers vs non-racers, so everything will be on-line. 

 

 STEP 2: Lift ticket/race sign-up – done every week on-line– will be from Friday up to midnight on Sunday before the 

weekly race.  This is required for racer registration each week prior to the race.  No racer will be allowed to show 

up the day of a race and race without the weekly pre-registration. 

 

 If you have registered for a race, come down to Southington and get your bib the first time you race. 

 Men born in 1957 and prior, all women, and all snowboarders will have Bibs 1-199. 

 Men born 1958 and after (under 64) will have Bibs 200-399. 

 Bibs will be handed out on a first come, first served basis – but since we have the lottery for bib race order each 

night, there is no advantage to getting there early. 

 

BIBS:  We will do as we did last year, and hand out CSC bibs for the year.  Racers will be responsible to bring their bib each 

week.  Each week will be the same sequence bib order, but the first racer number will vary.  Racers MUST turn in their bibs 

at the end of the season on the last race night, or they or their club will be penalized. 

 

TICKETS:  On-line ticket sales will eliminate money/credit card interaction.  Ticket/racing prices are: $32 per ticket/race, or 

$20 for race with a season pass (this DOES NOT include the fee for AdminSports).  Tickets will be handed out by Mount 

Southington on this side of the gate (under an outside canopy?) – so there should be no issues entering the area with skis.  

To purchase a lift ticket prior to the race day, an on-line waiver will need to be electronically signed.  This waiver (attestation 

form) will require racers to say they have complied with CT Covid-19 guidelines.  The CSC will be VERY strict with conforming 

to the Covid guidelines – we want to keep everybody safe! 

 

LODGE:  The plan is to have the lodge open to racers to put their boots on; however (current plan), no bags will be allowed 

in the building.  The mountain will follow CT Covid guidelines, so the mandate will depend on what the mandates are at that 

time. 

 

OTHER RACES: 

There will be no State Slalom, nor Giant Slalom, nor Cross Country races. 

Also, the CT Senior Winter Games (typically at Ski Sundown) have been cancelled for this year. 

The OnSnow Carnival (no location determined yet) might be reduced to a one-day event.  We will update as soon as we 

have the proper information. 

 

Please stay safe out there…. 

 

Rob Dexter 

CSC Racing Chairperson 

 



 

AWARENESS DAYS:  John Filakowsky 

203-372-6683; 

jgfilakovsky19@gmail.com. 

NEWSLETTER: Ginny Ludwig 

203-250-1560; 

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com  

RACING:  Rob Dexter, 860-836-9304; 

skicouncil@sbcglobal.net  

WEBMASTER: Bill Leuze, 

webmasater@skiclub.com 

HISTORIAN:  TBA 

PAST PRESIDENT: Jonathan Houck 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Ben Tomczak 

president@skiclub.com  

 

 

CT SKI COUNCIL  MEETING LOCATION: 

The Back 9 Restaurant at Stanley Golf Course, 

245 Hartford Avenue, New Britain 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

Visit our website at skiclub.com. 
The purpose of the Connecticut Ski Council is to foster and encourage 

organized amateur skiing and riding, to assist in the development of new 

clubs, to sponsor and run inter-club competition, promote club activity 

on and off the snow, and to teach skiing and ski safety skills to others.  

The Council offers discounts on lift tickets, ski trips, lodging, competitive 

racing, Nordic programs, ski instruction, and social and sporting events, 

community involvement, physical conditioning,  

meeting people and having fun. 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

2020-2021 Season Officers 
 

PRESIDENT: 

Ben Tomczak; 

president@skiclub.com   

VICE PRESIDENT:  Marsha Baretta 

skimars93@gmail.com  

TREASURER:  Amanda Aven 

48 Terry Rd, Gales Ferry, CT  06335 

ct.ski.treasurer@gmail.com 

810-300-9155 

SECRETARY: Jonathan Houck, 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net 

AMBASSADOR:   Mike Brown 

2020cscamb@gmail.com  

BULK TICKETS:  Southern Tier:  

Nancy Nolan, 28 Homestead Pl,  

Cheshire, CT  06410.     203-272-4681 

nancynolan@snet.net.  

Northern Tier Bulk Tickets: 

Mark Robitaille , 

marklrobitaille@gmail.com 

 

 

BAD WEATHER  may necessitate 

the postponement of a CSC 

meeting.  Please check the CSC 

website at skiclub.com for last 

minute information. 
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