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May, 2020

president@skiclub.com

FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Fellow Constituents of the Council,
Nature can be cruel – we need no more
poignant reminder than this past weekend’s
snowy weather, as if to say “here’s one last
taste, better luck next year, suckers.” And,
indeed, all we can do for now is to hope for
better luck next year, and perhaps a vaccine if
luck isn’t enough. I hope you’re all staying
healthy and out of harm’s way to the degree
possible. While I’m sure that most people have
been touched in some way by the virus, a job
loss or interference, or the lockdown more
broadly, I hope you’re all taking care of
yourselves in body and spirit.
With respect to Council business, I have been
mulling over how to proceed with our year-end
affairs, with no small amount of guidance from
our other officers and CSC advisors – for which
I am duly grateful. At this point, I think we’d
better assume that the State will still be closed
come early next month – or that, even if we
have reopened, it will be inadvisable to meet in
person. As such, per the suggestion of several
members and with the help of Mike Brown, we
are exploring the possibility of holding our May
meeting virtually.
The logistics of such a plan are full of potential
wrinkles, but we will work to evaluate and iron
them out over the next few weeks. This will
include at least one “test meeting,” and if all
goes smoothly, we will communicate the rest
of the plan via e-mail invitations. And not to
worry – if you’re not tech savvy, there should
be a way to dial-in by phone and at least have
the ability to listen and potentially participate
telephonically.

We are also considering whether or
not to hold a virtual vote for the
elected positions of president and
treasurer, which was supposed to
have been concluded last week. As
of the Nominating Committee’s last
report, there were no contenders to
either position. If you or someone
you know is interested in stepping
up to help the Council, please refer
to the contact information posted in
the last newsletter (and on the
website). Should one or more
challengers arise, we will likely hold
voting via e-survey, at which point
further information will follow.
Further in this letter, you will read
important information about our
tentative SnowBall and OnSnow
plans, which I will leave to the
experts. Suffice it to say, so many
things are fluid and we are trying to
remain flexible with our planning
and decision-making in an uncertain
time. The feedback of our
membership is always valuable to
us, so please get in touch if you have
some input to share. In the
meantime, please stay healthy and
out of harm’s way to and stay tuned
for more news as it develops.
Your brother in Winter,

Ben

NEXT
COUNCIL MEETING:

May 12, 2020

MIGHT BE
VIRTUAL!
All will be notified should a
virtual meeting take place.
There will not be a “live”
May meeting.

Webmaster’s Email
Please send all information
you wish to have posted on
the CSC’s website to Bill
Leuze at:
webmaster@skiclub.com

Newsletter Deadline

The next newsletter will be
as is necessary. Have a
good summer and see you in
September, hopefully.
Ginny Ludwig

THE CSC on Social Media
The CSC social media
coordinator is Jamie Ransom.
He can be reached at
Roadsandwaves@gmail.com
for all the Council’s Facebook
and Instagram posts.

Bulk Ticket Update
Thank you to those clubs which already have returned tickets –
keep them coming! Deadline for the southern tier is April 30 –
no exceptions! Northern tier deadline is May 8, or sooner.
If you have not heard from your club’s coordinator and have
tickets to return, please contact them immediately.
I know this is a difficult time for all, and I appreciate your
cooperation in getting tickets returned by the deadline so that
the resorts can give us our credits going forward.
Please stay safe, there are better times ahead!
Nancy Nolan
CSC Bulk Ticket Coordinator

FROM OUR AMBASSADOR
Hello Fellow CSC Members,
A few words from the plush, luxurious offices of your CSC
Ambassador, aka my basement and home office for the
foreseeable future.
The 2019 Ambassador, Debbie Bonnazio, and her team did a
fantastic job, and I have some big shoes to fill. The survey that
we conducted resulted in some great feedback from the
participants. Overwhelmingly, people approved of the venue
and Rumrunners (80% and 85%, respectively), so we are going to
keep them both for 2020. There were some areas identified
where things could have gone a little smoother, and I will be
addressing them for this year’s SnowBall. We are using the data
collected from 125 people to guide us in 2020, and if necessary
we will be incorporating CDC guidelines. So, here’s hoping for a
great night of social interaction!
Please continue to practice safe social distancing, wash your
hands, and be kind to each other. The CSC and all the clubs in it
are a huge social organization (almost 74% of survey responses
listed socializing as a highlight of the SnowBall) that happens to
be centered around skiing and other outdoor activities. Be well
and let’s look forward to some great social activities in the
hopefully not too distant future.
Your 2020 CSC Ambassador,
Mike Brown
The Mountains are Calling, and I Must Go!
(Alone, and separated by at least 6 feet.)

Greetings from the Vice President
Hello CSC Ski Community! I hope this finds you and your loved ones
well. This is certainly a challenging (and historic) time for all of us to live
through. With that in mind, we (the CSC) continue to follow our path and
make adjustments as needed. Most pressing at the time of this writing is
the planning for the 2020 SnowBall on Saturday, November 14, 2020.
We will continue to plan…band and hotel are confirmed and holding.
Our Ambassador is in place, and we need to gather the Planning Team
for preparations. The CSC website has the details of the committee
duties on the SnowBall page. Whether we amend, cancel or entirely
change the format for our annual dance party and fundraiser will be
determined in the time to come. Plans for major events throughout CT
are in a state of fluidity right now (i.e. Travelers Championship will
continue as scheduled but without spectators).
Therefore, at this time it is imperative that the ski clubs involved with the
planning for the SnowBall stay on board. We (Ambassador Mike Brown
and me) need each of those clubs to identify their designated
representative to the planning team and share the contact info with us.
Please send an email to Mike Brown or me (email addresses on the last
page of the newsletter or on the CSC website). Plans for the initial team
meeting are still scheduled for Tuesday, June 16, 2020 at 7:00 PM, at
the Back Nine Tavern. If we need to conduct a virtual meeting via
House Party or otherwise, the representative will be informed.
The ski clubs involved with planning, per by-law, are: Danbury, Fairfield
Flakes, Grumman, Hamden, Manchester, New Britain Falcons, North
Haven, Norwich, Pequot, River Hills, Sikorsky, Ski Bears, Talcott
Mountain, Torrington, and Trumbull. As you have heard before, “plan for
the best, prepare for the worst.” Please reach out to Mike Brown and me
with your representative’s info ASAP and have him/her reserve the date
of June 16.
In the meantime, get your rest and fresh air, wash your hands, and
exercise your lungs! Stay protected when in public (those who attended
the 2020 OnSnow Carnival have a handy scarf for protection!!).
Thank you and stay healthy!
In Good Health,
Marsha Baretta
CSC Vice President

2021 OnSnow Winter Carnival:
Looking Ahead

RACING PREVIEW
Hey Skiers:

We all hope that the Corona virus issues are
resolved soon and our 2020/2021 ski season will
proceed normally, but we can’t be sure. We will
proceed with the planning and selection as if it
was a normal OnSnow Winter Carnival, and see
what responses we get from the mountains. If
necessary, we have time to plan a reduced, oneday event.
Therefore, we will send out the bid requests now
to Mount Snow, Stratton, Bromley, Okemo, Pico,
Sugarbush, Smugglers, Loon and Waterville, for
March 5-7, 2021, and have them submitted to the
th
CSC by May 25 . The completed bids and a
comparison chart will be sent out for review by
st
June 1 . The first round of on-line voting will be
th
June 9 , with the second round of voting (top two
vote-getters) on June 16, 2020.
Voting instructions will be provided on June 1
along with the other information.

st

The important thing is that we have to be flexible
with our plans and try to cover any contingencies.
So stay tuned for updates.
Best regards,
Dave Zuraw
203-729-9060 (home); 203-232-9057 (cell)

We are certainly in uncharted waters. Our ski season came to an abrupt
end. Most have been behind closed doors for the best part of the last
month and (my take), it might continue for an extended amount of time.
I had two ski-week trips and one out West trip that were cancelled. I have
resolved myself to do my share of social distancing. It is difficult.
If we can believe in what history has experienced – the Spanish Flu of 19181919 – that flu outbreak did not go away quickly. The Spanish Flu lasted
almost 2 years and it was estimated that about 500 million people or onethird of the world’s population became infected with the virus. They did
not have the technology or health understanding we have today. The
number of deaths for the Spanish Flu was estimated to be at least 50
million worldwide, with about 675,000 occurring in the United States.
At this writing on April 19, we have only experienced 33 days of our virus,
and the US has already had a total of 763,836 cases and 40,555 deaths.
The US has surpassed any other country (by 4x) with currently the highest
number of cases. I have heard that this virus is more deadly than the
Spanish Flu. We are in very difficult times. It is hard to change our habits
to not gather and socialize.
Due to that – I would like to suggest (my suggestion, not the CSC direction)
our next year’s OnSnow Carnival be limited to only ONE day of competition
at a mountain close enough for a single day drive, no overnight stays. We
don’t know what next year’s ski season will bring, but I can only hope we all
can stay healthy and safe, by limiting our personal contact. And I hope with
only a one-day event, it can happen.
I leave the selection of where that mountain will be to the CSC selection
committee.
I am sure the CSC OnSnow selection committee will have information that
will be discussed and distributed in the not too distant future – stay tuned.
I also will follow up with having our Monday night racing have an on-line
sign-up for the initial race waivers (both Mount Southington and NASTAR)
and possibly have the bibs assigned in advance of the race. We could still
have the lottery number pulled for the start number on each course. There
are many possibilities, and before any final decision is made for Monday
Night, I will discuss with all the race team captains, probably via email.
Have the best summer you can have – and do the best you can to stay safe!
Rob Dexter, CSC Race Chairman
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BAD WEATHER
Bad weather may necessitate the
postponement of a CSC meeting.
Please check the CSC website at
skiclub.com.

CT SKI COUNCIL MEETING LOCATION:
The Back 9 Restaurant at Stanley Golf Course,
245 Hartford Avenue, New Britain
CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL
Visit our website at skiclub.com.
The purpose of the Connecticut Ski Council is to foster
and encourage organized amateur skiing and riding, to
assist in the development of new clubs, to sponsor and
run inter-club competition, promote club activity on and
off the snow, and to teach skiing and ski safety skills to
others. The Council offers discounts on lift tickets, ski
trips, lodging, competitive racing, Nordic programs, ski
instruction, and social and sporting events, community
involvement, physical conditioning, meeting people and
having fun.

