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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

NEXT 

COUNCIL MEETING: 

MARCH 9, 2021 

7:30 PM 
 

There will not be a “live” 

March meeting. 

 

Please check the website 

and your emails for 

notification of the virtual 

meeting on the above date. 

 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

skiclub.com                   March, 2021                  president@skiclub.com 

Dear Fellow Constituents of the Council, 
 

This will be a historically short presidential 

newsletter address (for me, at least), but the 

contents are important.  There are many 

people who richly deserve our thanks, year in 

and year out, for the hard work they do in the 

service of our Council  (for example, Ginny 

Ludwig, who puts together this wonderful 

missive each month and gently jostles me 

when I’m late with my submissions).   

However, I’d like to use a few sentences to say 

“thanks and congratulations” to both Rob 

Dexter and Jonathan Houck, who managed to 

hold our perennial racing program and Kids’ 

Day event, respectively, with great success 

despite the COVID landscape.  Unfortunately, 

some of our other regular Council events have 

been tabled for the year, but it’s heartening 

that there are still a few things we can do to 

bring value and enjoyment to our members.  

Thank you Rob, Jonathan, and all the other 

volunteers who make our organization great. 

 

Without much else to report or intimate in 

this month’s edition, I have only the following 

observation with which to leave you: 

 

This is one of the rare Connecticut winters 

that behaves like Winter.  We have cold and 

we have snow, so I hope you are all partaking 

of the season with joy and exuberance. 

 

Your brother in Winter, 

 

Ben 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

The next newsletter deadline 

will be March 20 for the 

April newsletter.   

Send any info to me at: 

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com.  

THE CSC on Social Media 

The CSC social media 

coordinator is Jamie Ransom.  

He can be reached at 

Roadsandwaves@gmail.com 

for all the Council’s Facebook 

and Instagram posts.   

Webmaster’s Email 

 

Please send all information 

you wish to have posted on 

the CSC’s website to  

Bill Leuze at: 

webmaster@skiclub.com   

PLEASE NOTE 

Hello Connecticut Ski Council Members, 

 

The Connecticut Ski Council will be 

holding an election on April 13, 2021 for 

the Vice President.  This is a two-year 

term, currently held by Marsha Baretta. 

 

The Council meets for 9 months out of 

the year and conducts many activities 

during the year.  Many of these functions 

are attended by the Vice President; the 

annual SnowBall and the OnSnow event 

are just two of them. 

 

If you or anyone you know would like to 

be a candidate for this position, please 

contact us on the Nominating Committee 

so that we can add that name to the 

ballot. 

 

The Nominating Committee thanks you. 

 

Nominating Committee members: 

Paul F. D’Attilio 860-977-3633 

           castskiclub@sbcglobal.net 

Joe Machowski 860-502-2500 

Kevin Cronin   croninskiclub@comcast.net  
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Bulk Ticket Update –  

The ski season has been great even though we have to deal 

with the Covid restrictions.  It’s been a very snowy season and 

the conditions have been pretty good, and there is still over a 

month of skiing and riding at your favorite resorts.  Please 

follow the instructions for the use of tickets.  If you have 

questions, please contact your club’s bulk ticket coordinator 

and NOT the resorts.  If you can’t reach your coordinator, 

contact me at nancynolan@snet.net for Southern tier and 

Mark Robitaille at marklrobitaille@gmail.com for Northern.  

Instructions for the return of unused tickets will be in the April 

newsletter. 

 

REMINDER: Killington vouchers are midweek only; Pico – 

Monday, Thursday and Friday; Bromley is available weekly but 

avoid weekends.  VT state rules may limit attendance on 

weekends.  Enjoy the rest of the season and stay safe! 

Nancy Nolan 

CSC Southern Bulk Ticket Coordinator 

 

CSC Ski Trip 

Chamonix-Mont Blanc, France         Pushed to 2022 

Hosted by Metroland Ski Club 

Price: $1799/per person; double occ.   Check for price updates. 

Includes: R/T air JFK and Geneva via AF/KLM; R/T transfers; 7 nights in 

Chamonix at 4-star Folie Douce Hotel; full breakfast daily; 5 dinners at 

hotel; welcome drink & resort orientation; porterage of 1 piece of 

luggage pp; spa facilities; local taxes; passport cases & luggage tags; 

current fuel surcharge; current air taxes. 

Contact: https://squareup.com/store/metroland-ski-club-Trip-4-

Chamonix-March10-18-2021 

 

 

 

Hello, Racers! 

 

Winter is still here, but we have completed all 8  Monday 

nights.  At this writing, we have one more Monday night that 

is a fun race – it is open to all ages – might as well since the 

state races all have been cancelled due to Covid. 

 

Newington received a big challenge from New Haven Ski Club.  

New Haven took 5 of the 8 weeks and only a poor showing on 

the 7
th

 night (after their trip out West), allowing Newington to 

overtake them for the win.  Final points and places are as 

follows: 1
st

 Newington (4,653); 2
nd

 New Haven (4,508); 3
rd

 Mt 

Laurel Skiers (1,772;, 4
th

 AE Ski Club (1,534); 5
th

 Danbury Ski 

Club (1,450); 6
th

 Hamden Ski Club (1,438); 7
th

 Winterset Ski 

Club (599); and 8
th

 New Britain Falcons (556).   

 

The entire season had fantastic snow conditions.  Our races 

usually follow the High School races, so our hill is typically 

filled with ruts before our courses were set.  The High Schools 

reduced their race schedule so we only followed them 2 

times.  Monday night averaged 106 racers per night – this is 

18% lower than the 126 racers averaged last year.  

Considering how challenging this season was, I think this was 

a big success.  Many other race programs were curtailed or 

cancelled, so for the CSC to hold the entire Monday night 

series worked well.  Many NASTAR races across the country 

were cancelled.  We handed out permanent bibs for the 

entire season, and that worked well – I am still waiting on 

some, but hoping they will all be returned.  If someone did 

forget to turn in their bib, you can either drop them off at 

Mount Southington or mail directly to me at home. 

 

Thank you all racers for making this season a success!  I 

appreciate all of you praying for snow and cold – that also 

made the season a success. 

 

Rob Dexter, CSC Racing Chair 

146 Selden Hill Drive, West Hartford, CT  06107 

860-836-9304 

 

OnSnow Winter Carnival 2022 

Planning 
 

Okemo Mountain (the winning bid for the 2021 OnSnow 

Carnival, which was cancelled) informed us that they will 

have to submit a new bid for 2022. 

 

My suggestion to the CSC officers is to request new bids 

for 2022 from Okemo and any other mountain we decide 

to send the package to. 

 

We are looking for volunteers to be the initial point of 

contact for each mountain.  I will prepare the generic bid 

package for 2022 in the next few weeks. 

 

At this time, I believe we should request that all bids be 

submitted to the CSC by August 20, 2021, so we can be 

ready to vote at our September CSC meeting. 

 

This is subject to change.  If you have any questions, 

opinions, or wish to volunteer, let me know.  Dave 

Zuraw, dscwebmaster@yahoo.com. 

 

Dave Zuraw 

OnSnow Coordinator, 2021 
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2021 SnowBall 

The date, site, time, and band for the 2021 

SnowBall remain unchanged.  What remains to 

be determined is how to proceed.  Committee 

reps from the 13 clubs on tap for planning (the 

13 clubs are listed on the website) will convene in 

June along with 2-year Ambassador Mike Brown 

and CSC VP Marsha Baretta.  At that time, the 

committee will determine a path based on Covid-

19 protocol.  If anyone, (including those not on 

the committee) has a suggestion for an 

alternative plan for the 2021 SnowBall 

fundraiser, please send your idea(s) to Mike 

Brown or me via email.  Any and all suggestions 

are welcome.  Thank you and in the meantime – 

mask up!  And enjoy the fabulous snow year that 

we have!! 

 

Marsha Baretta 

CSC Vice President 

 

 

SUMMARY OF 2021 

Connecticut Ski Council KIDS’ DAY 

 

The 2021 Kids’ Day came off well despite the restrictions imposed 

on events by the State of Connecticut due to Covid-19. 

 

We required everyone registering for the event to do so no later than 

January 11, and 106 children signed up for the lessons, lift tickets 

and food to be provided at the event on January 30, 2021. 

 

After discussion by the Council board of directors in January, it was 

decided that the food to be provided in lieu of the traditional pizza 

party be done off-site in the form of gift cards.  We approached 

Nardelli’s Deli, a local, Connecticut-based chain with stores around 

the state.  They generously provided $15.00 gift cards for all 

registrants at a discounted price of $12.00.  EVERYBODY – EAT 

AT NARDELLI’S TO THANK THEM! 

 

Unfortunately, Mt. Southington had to restrict day-of attendance to 

the event to just 60 children.  We selected the first 60 to register as 

attendees, and 58 showed up the day of the event (2 had to back out 

due to exposure to the virus).  I really appreciate the many offers of 

help on the day of the event, but with limits on attendance and no 

party there was no need for volunteers at this year’s event.  (I do 

have all of your names for next year!)  A shout out and thank you to 

our President, Ben Tomczak, for being at the event to assist me in 

handing out lift tickets and instructions on a VERY cold day! 

 

Mt. Southington did their usual great job in providing discounted 

lift tickets for both our kids and accompanying adults, as well as 

quality instructors for our kids.  A warm THANK YOU to Andrea 

and Posi and the entire staff at the mountain!  SKI MOUNT 

SOUTHINGTON – LOCAL AND OPEN FOR YOUR WINTER 

ENJOYMENT! 

 

We did provide a Nardelli’s gift card and a gift card to Mt. 

Southington to the children who could not join us the day of the 

event, but who had met the registration requirements. 

 

In summary, we had 106 children registered, with 15 clubs 

participating.  We were able to provide all of our registrants a 

quality skiing experience while going slightly over the budget 

allotted for the event. 

 

In a year of cancellations and disruption of normal social gathering, 

the Council can take pride in running at least some of our events, 

and I thank the Board for its support of Kids’ Day in these unusual 

circumstances. 

 

We look forward to getting back to the normal format for Kids’ Day 

in 2022! 

 

Jonathan Houck, Kids’ Day Coordinator 

 



 

AWARENESS DAYS:  John Filakovsky 

203-372-6683; 

jgfilakovsky19@gmail.com. 

NEWSLETTER: Ginny Ludwig 

203-250-1560; 

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com  

RACING:  Rob Dexter, 860-836-9304; 

skicouncil@sbcglobal.net  

WEBMASTER: Bill Leuze, 

webmasater@skiclub.com 

HISTORIAN:  TBA 

PAST PRESIDENT: Jonathan Houck 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Ben Tomczak 

president@skiclub.com  

 

 

CT SKI COUNCIL MEETING LOCATION: 

The Back 9 Restaurant at Stanley Golf Course, 

245 Hartford Avenue, New Britain 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

Visit our website at skiclub.com. 
The purpose of the Connecticut Ski Council is to foster and encourage 

organized amateur skiing and riding, to assist in the development of new 

clubs, to sponsor and run inter-club competition, promote club activity 

on and off the snow, and to teach skiing and ski safety skills to others.  

The Council offers discounts on lift tickets, ski trips, lodging, competitive 

racing, Nordic programs, ski instruction, and social and sporting events, 

community involvement, physical conditioning,  

meeting people and having fun. 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

2020-2021 Season Officers 
 

PRESIDENT: 

Ben Tomczak; 

president@skiclub.com   

VICE PRESIDENT:  Marsha Baretta 

skimars93@gmail.com  

TREASURER:  Amanda Aven 

48 Terry Rd, Gales Ferry, CT  06335 

ct.ski.treasurer@gmail.com 

810-300-9155 

SECRETARY: Jonathan Houck, 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net 

AMBASSADOR:   Mike Brown 

2020cscamb@gmail.com  

BULK TICKETS:  Southern Tier:  

Nancy Nolan, 28 Homestead Pl,  

Cheshire, CT  06410.     203-272-4681 

nancynolan@snet.net.  

Northern Tier Bulk Tickets: 

Mark Robitaille , 

marklrobitaille@gmail.com 

 

 

BAD WEATHER may necessitate 

the postponement of a CSC 

meeting.  Please check the CSC 

website at skiclub.com for last 

minute information. 
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