
     

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

COUNCIL MEETING: 

March 12, 2019 

Time: 7:30 pm 

LOCATION: 
The Back 9 at the  

Stanley Golf Course, 

New Britain 

 

Following meeting: 

April 9, 2019 

 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

skiclub.com                    March, 2019                  president@skiclub.com 

Dear Fellow Constituents of the Council, 

 

I would like to use my letter this month to 

address a couple of discussion points from our 

monthly meeting on February 19. 

 

The first is a note on our Awareness Days 

program.  As you all know, the AD program is 

an incredible benefit that we have as members 

of the Connecticut Ski Council, and, in fact, it is 

a benefit that is unique to our New England 

culture and foreign to most of the other 

councils across the country.  That all having 

been said, the AD program is one that it falls to 

us to protect.  As some of you may already 

have heard, there was an unfortunate incident 

last month in which a member of one of our 

clubs berated and abused several of the staff at 

Mt. Snow over an Awareness Day ticket.  The 

member did not have their current sticker, and 

became hostile when they were denied the 

day’s discount.  Let me be clear – this behavior 

is NOT TO BE TOLERATED.  We have a very 

special relationship with our local resorts and 

we should do whatever it takes to safeguard 

that relationship.  The member in question was 

summarily expelled from their club and will be 

blacklisted from joining the Council through 

any other club in the future.  It falls on our 

presidents to be vigilant for this person should 

they attempt to rejoin by way of another club, 

and we should always be mindful of how we 

and our peers conduct ourselves to avoid such 

episodes. 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

The next newsletter will be 

for April – the deadline is 

March 20.  

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com 

Thanks, Ginny Ludwig 

 

THE CSC on Social Media 

The CSC social media 

coordinator is Jamie Ransom.  

He can be reached at 

Roadsandwaves@gmail.com 

for all the Council’s Facebook 

and Instagram posts.   

Webmaster’s Email 

 

Please send all information 

you wish to have posted on 

the CSC’s website to Bill 

Leuze at: 

webmaster@skiclub.com   

On a much brighter note, I would 

like to take the time to celebrate 

and congratulate our past president, 

Jonathan Houck, and his small army 

of volunteers, for the incredible 

success that was the 2019 Kids’ Day.  

Over 22 clubs in total took 

advantage of the event, with 3 clubs 

having 30 or more children present.  

Our total attendance last year was 

just over 83 children; this year, that 

number exploded to a stunning 203 

participants.  Mount Southington 

really stepped up as our host 

mountain, working tirelessly to 

accommodate the truly unexpected 

volume we brought to them.  The 

conditions were great and everyone 

had a wonderful time.  THIS is the 

kind of event that the Connecticut 

Ski Council is all about and should be 

immensely proud of – providing the 

opportunity for our youth to grow as 

skiers and riders, and engendering 

the love of snow that we all share to 

the next generation of CSC 

constituents.  Kudos, one and all, 

well done. 

 

Your brother in Winter, 

 

Ben 

mailto:don.ludwig.45@gmail.com
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OnSnow Last Minute Info 

Waivers for CSC OnSnow (#1) and State races (#2) are due to 

Jacque Cassella at Jacque-cassella@sbcglobal.net prior to the 

races, or presented at the time of the race.   

 

Bibs will be handed out on Saturday morning to each team 

captain, at Mount Snow Sundance Lodge (7:00-8:30 AM) .  

The full schedule is posted on the CSC website. 

 

As of the newsletter deadline, Jacque does not have waivers 

for the following clubs: 

Hamilton Sunstrand 

Electric Boat 

Pinnacle 

CAST 

New Britain Falcons 

Ski Bears 

Sterling 

Nutmeg 

 

Please email the information to the address above.  No 

waivers, no racing.  Also – there will be no substitutions.  

Racers showing up on the day of the race will be assigned a 

new bib number and will run at the end of the seed. 

 

Rob 

 

AWARENESS DAYS 2018-2019 

The final Awareness Days schedule has been posted on 

the CSC’s website.  Please remember that you should 

always check before you make your skiing/riding plans,  

as dates sometimes change. 

 

Related to that is the recommendation that your club  

does not post it on its website or print it in your own 

newsletter. Members should always check the CSC’s 

website before going to any of the resorts in case of last 

minute changes to the schedule. 

 

There are over 125 days offered on this year’s lineup –  

so take advantage of the variety of terrain, and the great 

pricing that so many resorts are offering this season! 

 

CT SENIOR WINTER GAMES – CANCELLED!!! 

  

 

Disappointing news – the 2019 CT Senior Winter Games at Ski 

Sundown has been cancelled.  There was a minimum of 40 

people who needed to be pre-registered and we did not make 

it by the deadline.  Ski Sundown will contact all pre-registrants 

and refund their money.  It has always been a fun event – 

sorry there was not enough support to make this year’s event 

a reality!  Maybe next year?? 

 

Rob Dexter 

Race Chair 

 

 

MONDAY NIGHT RACING 
 

Racing has been going well, with 7 weeks now completed.  We 

have had a great run of racers: week 1 – 162; week 2 -160; 

week 3 – 87 in the bitter cold; week 4 – 155; week 5 – 148; 

week 6 – 155; and week 7 – 150 racers.  The first place lead 

changed hands 3 times, and, at the end of week #7, Mt. Laurel 

is ahead by 526 points.  That is unofficial, as there was a 

number of new racers that week who did not complete their 

waiver correctly. 

 

Mount Southington has been doing an excellent job of setting 

courses, although the snow has as a rule been very firm.  Since 

the afternoon high school races were completed there have 

been no ruts to cross these last few weeks.  Suburban Sports 

and Head skis held a demo on week #7, which seemed very 

successful as many members tried new skis. 

 

New this year is a third course on the hill – a separate NASTAR 

course to allow racers to get in more than just their 2 CSC runs 

– gate practice! 

 

With the forecast for temps in the 30s and 40s next week, we 

will probably get all 8 weeks of racing in this year.  It has been 

an up-and-down year for temperatures (no pun intended?)  I 

hope you all signed up for the OnSnow races – looking forward 

to it – should be fun!  And only a 2-hour drive! 

 

Thank snow! 

Rob Dexter 

skicouncil@sbcglobal.com 

CSC Race Chairman 

mailto:Jacque-cassella@sbcglobal.net
mailto:skicouncil@sbcglobal.com


 

  

 

 From the Vice President 

 

Hello, Everyone, 

 

I trust that each and every one of you is enjoying this 

fabulous snow season!!  Nothing is more refreshing than a 

day outdoors in our snow-covered mountains, where we 

can breathe the fresh air, appreciate the fabulous views 

that Mother Nature has created for us, and challenge our 

physical skills while we traverse down and across some 

great snow-covered trails.  Now I need to divert your 

attention to the 2019 SnowBall.  So, please read on… 

 

The 2019 CSC Ambassador, Deb Bonnanzio, has been 

reviewing the details and working with me to establish the 

criteria for the 2019 SnowBall.  The date needed to be 

changed to Saturday, November 16, 2019, due to there 

being 5 Saturdays in November, and a very late 

Thanksgiving!  So please mark you calendars and reserve 

Saturday, November 16 for a fantastic SnowBall at the 

Hartford Windsor Marriott, with the return of the “Rum 

Runners Band!” 

 

The following clubs will share the responsibility of 

managing the 2019 SnowBall with us:  AE, CAST, Central CT 

Snow Snakes, Hamilton Sunstrand, Mt. Laurel, Newington, 

Newport, Norwalk, Nutmeg, Old Saybrook, Schenectady, 

and Winterset.  Deb and I will host an organizational 

meeting with a representative from each of these clubs in 

June.  You will be notified of the date, time, and location.  

In the meantime…please continue to enjoy our “snow 

season” and get ready to work together to create a 

fabulous evening that everyone in our Council is welcome 

to enjoy! 

 

Marsha Baretta 

CSC Vice President 

Ambassador’s Corner 

 

Hello, CSC and ski club Ambassadors, Former and Current! 

 

It’s time that we review where the CSC Ambassador 

program has come from, what it has evolved into, and what 

its place is as we, the CSC, continue to move forward.  

Please take time to speak with current and former 

Ambassadors within your club (as well as their 

predecessors, the “Queens”), to gain insight into their 

perspective of the program, past and present.  All voices 

and experiences will only help enrich the “review” as we 

move forward. 

 

To give you some background, in the 1980s and 1990s 

there were only 12-24 ski clubs in the CSC, and yet every 

year, 12-15 “Queens” (Ambassadors) were present in the 

Ambassador program.  As time moved along, Queens were 

renamed Ambassadors to become gender neutral.  The CSC 

has grown to over 40 ski clubs, yet fewer than 10 of those 

clubs provided an Ambassador candidate.  The structure of 

managing the SnowBall has changed from being managed 

by only 3 clubs into the shared responsibility of about 12 

clubs each year, on a 3-year rotating cycle. 

 

On Tuesday, March 26, 2019, at 7:00 PM, all individuals 

who fulfilled the role of CSC Ambassador from 2004 until 

now, are urged and requested to attend a round-table 

meeting/discussion to review their CSC experience and 

help us determine a path for the future of the program.   

The location is the Back Nine Tavern, where the Council 

regularly meets.  In addition to the CSC Ambassadors from 

2004-2019, we also request all ski club Ambassadors who 

participated in the program in the autumn of 2018 to join 

us to facilitate the round-table discussion. 

 

Please RSVP to our current CSC Ambassador, Deb 

Bonnanzio, at dbonnanzio@yahoo.com, or to CSC vice 

president, Marsha Baretta, at skimars93@gmail.com.  

Please indicate the year that you were a CSC Ambassador, 

and reach out to the pool of ski club Ambassadors who 

served during your year to get their perspective as well. 

 

We look forward to a productive sharing of ideas and 

experiences! 

 

 

BULK TICKET INFO 

 

If you experience any problems using your vouchers or 

bulk tickets at any of the resorts, please let me or 

Cheryl know immediately, and we will help. 

 

Nancy Nolan 

CSC Bulk Ticket Coordinator 

CSC Officer Elections 
 

The Council will be electing a Vice President this spring.  

 If you or any member of your club is interested in running for 

this 2-year term, please contact our president, Ben, as soon as 

possible.  The current Vice President is Marsha Baretta. 

mailto:dbonnanzio@yahoo.com
mailto:skimars93@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

  

Ski and Ride –Time’s Running Out -Sign Up Now 

 

THIS IS NEW!!! 

STRATTON MOUNTAIN, VT 

March 22-24, 2019   Hosted by Pinnacle Ski Club 

Cost is $256 per person, double occupancy.  Sign-up deadline: March 6. 

Includes 2 nights at Black Bear Lodge, 2-day lift ticket, daily continental 

breakfast, and Friday night welcome party. 

Contact Drew Berescik at 203-572-2401, or drewster333@aol.com. 

 

 

 

HEAVENLY/LAKE TAHOE, NEVADA 

Date: Mar 6 – 13, 2019  Host: Meriden Ski Club 

Includes: R/T air Hartford to Sacramento via United; R/T ground transfers; 7 

nights at Forest Suites Resort or Landing Lake Tahoe Resort; 5 out of 6-day 

adult lift ticket (also valid at Kirkwood and Northstar); taxes; Meriden club 

membership. 

Cost: Forest Suites: $1470 pp/4 per 2 BR suite; $1590 pp/3 per 2 BR suite; 

$1785 pp/ 2 per 2/2 unit.  Condos are close to lifts; daily breakfast; $15 credit 

for lunch at a Vail-owned property on day skied; at Heavenly gondola; 2 

outdoor pools & hot tubs; full kitchen, LR & sleep sofa. 

Cost: Landing Lake Tahoe: same as above.  1 mile from mountain, shuttle bus 

provided; daily breakfast; waterfront Lake Tahoe; restaurant; outdoor pool & 

hot tubs. 

Contact: Wayne Gineo, 860-463-5903, wgineo@cox.net. 

 

 

SUGARLOAF BUS TRIP 

Date:  Mar 8-11, 2019  Host: New Haven Ski Club 

Cost: $399 based on double occ 

Includes: 3 nights in 4 or 5 BR condos on Kibby Rd (ski in/ski out); 2 day lift 

ticket; Sat group dinner, breakfast items; use of health center w/ pool; bus 

ride.  Price w/ Ikon pass is $299. 

Bus leaves Harugari Club, West Haven at 1 PM; 1:30 pick up at Cromwell 

commuter lot (Exit 21, I-91)  Food stop. 

 

Payment due Feb 7, 2019. 

Contact: Brien Smith, 203-714-6924, or brien230@aol.com. 

 

 

ASPEN/SNOWMASS  

March 17-24, 2019  Host: Ski Bears of CT 

Includes: R/T Newark/Denver w/ FREE luggage; transfers; 7 nights at 

Stonebridge Inn at Snowmass; welcome party; 

 group dinner party; 5-day lift pass to all mountains. 

Cost: $1700.  Cost w/ IKON pass purchased thru Ski Bears: $1325; w/ IKON 

pass NOT purchased thru Ski Bears: $1400.   

Contact: Mike Kamszik, 203-767-3331, or trips@skibears.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

OnSnow 
 

at 

 

Mount Snow 

 

this coming 

 

weekend. 

 

You 

 

REALLY 
 

should 

 

 

BE 

 

THERE!!! 
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AWARENESS DAYS:  John Filakowsky 

203-372-6683; 

jgfilakovsky19@gmail.com. 

NEWSLETTER: Ginny Ludwig 

203-250-1560; 

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com  

RACING:  Rob Dexter, 860-836-9304; 

skicouncil@sbcglobal.net  

WEBMASTER: Bill Leuze, 

webmasater@skiclub.com 

HISTORIAN:  TBA 

PAST PRESIDENT: Jonathan Houck 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Ben Tomczak 

president@skiclub.com  

 

BAD WEATHER 

Bad weather may necessitate the 

postponement of a CSC meeting.  

Please check the CSC website at 

skiclub.com. 

Newsletter Editor 

Ginny Ludwig 

45 Wintergreen Lane 

Cheshire, CT  06410 

CT SKI COUNCIL  MEETING LOCATION:  

The Back 9 Restaurant at Stanley Golf Course,  

245 Hartford Avenue, New Britain 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

Visit our website at skiclub.com. 
The purpose of the Connecticut Ski Council is to foster 

and encourage organized amateur skiing and riding, to 

assist in the development of new clubs, to sponsor and 

run inter-club competition, promote club activity on and 

off the snow, and to teach skiing and ski safety skills to 

others.  The Council offers discounts on lift tickets, ski 

trips, lodging, competitive racing, Nordic programs, ski 

instruction, and social and sporting events, community 

involvement, physical conditioning, meeting people and 

having fun. 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

2018-2019 Season Officers 

 

PRESIDENT: 

Ben Tomczak; 

president@skiclub.com   

VICE PRESIDENT:  Marsha Baretta 

skimars93@gmail.com  

TREASURER:  Amanda Aven 

48 Terry Rd, Gales Ferry, CT  06334 

ct.ski.treasurer@gmail.com 

810-300-9155 

SECRETARY: Jonathan Houck, 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net 

AMBASSADOR:   Debbie Bonnanzio 

dbonnanzio@yahoo.com 

BULK TICKETS:  Southern Tier:  

Nancy Nolan, 28 Homestead Pl,  

Cheshire, CT  06410.     203-272-4681 

nancynolan@snet.net.  

Northern Tier Bulk Tickets: 

Cheryl Parmelee; 

parm4ever@yahoo.com  
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