
     

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

COUNCIL MEETING: 

Jan. 14, 2020 

Time: 7:30 pm 

LOCATION: 
The Back 9 at the  

Stanley Golf Course, 

New Britain 

 

Following meeting: 

February 11, 2020 

 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

skiclub.com                    January, 2020                  president@skiclub.com 

Dear Fellow Constituents of the Council, 

 

Lee Cohen, group sales manager for Killington, 

joined us as a special guest speaker at our most 

recent Council meeting.  I would like to begin 

this letter by recognizing Lee for his good-

spirited willingness to donate his time to us – 

not on behalf of Killington, but rather from a 

genuine desire to further our organization.  

Lee, if you’re reading this, thank you. 

 

Lee’s presentation was valuable for its primary 

conceit, which was to explain and encourage 

the process of bar-coding with respect to our 

CSC membership cards.  Think of ways lift 

passes have changed over the last fifteen years 

– the march of technology into the world of 

skiing is apparent and inevitable.  In much the 

same way, I heard Lee making the point that it 

is time-consuming and sometimes bothersome 

that our CSC members must approach ticket 

windows to have a sales clerk verify our 

serialized ID cards on Awareness Days.  After 

all, wouldn’t it be so much easier to just scan 

the cards with a bar code reader?  Such a 

technological intervention could conceivably 

streamline the parking lot-to-slope experience, 

allow the mountain personnel to work more 

efficiently, and possibly help to mitigate issues 

of Awareness Day Program abuse, among other 

benefits.  It’s certainly substantial food for 

thought, and worth exploring what 

implementation might look like. 

 

However, what became clear as the 

conversation went on was that it was about 

much more than the way we handle our 

membership cards.  Intentionally or not,  

Newsletter Deadline 

The next newsletter will be 

for February – deadline is 

January 20. 

 Please send info to me at  

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com 

Thanks, Ginny Ludwig 

 

THE CSC on Social Media 

The CSC social media 

coordinator is Jamie Ransom.  

He can be reached at 

Roadsandwaves@gmail.com 

for all the Council’s Facebook 

and Instagram posts.   

Webmaster’s Email 

 

Please send all information 

you wish to have posted on 

the CSC’s website to Bill 

Leuze at: 

webmaster@skiclub.com   

Lee’s presentation soon wandered into 

familiar but uncertain territory – 

namely, the difference in philosophy 

between ourselves and ski resorts 

where the place of the CSC in the world 

of the winter industry is concerned.  

Like the fact or don’t, but the cogent 

point was made that our buying volume 

has been steadily eroding over the 

years, and a resort is concerned 

foremost with keeping their lifts 

spinning.  To the credit of the resorts, 

many are still willing to engage us in 

conversation.  Lee, though not directly 

representing Killington on this occasion, 

is a good example.  Another is that John 

Filakovsky and I were recently hosted at 

Okemo to discuss the future of our 

partnership. 

 

Despite our decreased responsibility for 

the revenues driven to the mountain, 

many of our industry partners honor the 

history of our relationships.  Yet, if we 

listen, they are ever-asking for us to 

meet them halfway in this new world of 

collective passes and shifting resort 

ownership.  We are left with an 

important question: do we cleave to our 

long-standing practices and 

expectations for our ticket programs 

and relationships, digging our trenches 

deeper?  Or, do we look introspectively 

to envision changes we could make to 

better adapt to an environment 

changing around us, and re-imagine our 

place in the mountains?  Is there some 

middle ground?  No one has the answer 

yet – but I think we’d better start 

looking for it. 

 

Your brother in Winter, 

Ben 



  

 

 

  

CSC Racing Season 2019/2020 
 

To all CSC racers – 

Registration/pizza night has happened and now we’re ready 

to race!!! 

See you all on Monday, December 23!!! 

 

Rob Dexter, CSC Racing Chair 

 

 

CSC KIDS’ DAY, 2020 

 

As you plan your ski season, don’t forget the younger members 

who could use a lesson and a free day of skiing – all on the 

Council. 

 

Available for kids sponsored AND ACCOMPANIED by an adult 

member of the Council.  Kids who turn age 6 within 6 months of 

the event, through high school seniors graduating in May, 2020, 

are welcome.  We prefer that kids registered have a current 

connection to a member club of the CSC. 

 

The event will be held on SATURDAY, January 25, 2020, at 

Mount Southington ski area in Southington, CT. 

 

The Council will provide a FREE lift ticket for each participating 

young skier, a FREE lesson from 4:30 -6:30 PM, with a FREE 

pizza-soft drink party immediately after the lesson. 

 

The kids’ lift tickets for those registered can be picked up at the 

Group Sales office at 12:00 noon, and are valid through closing.  

Adult lift tickets are available for the same hours for $28. per 

person. 

 

SIGN-IN for the lessons will take place at the base lodge at the 

bottom of the racing hill at 3:30 PM.  The $10 pre-registration 

fee will be refunded to the accompanying adults at that time.  If 

a registered kid does not show up for lesson sign-up, the fee will 

not be refunded, and that money will be considered a donation 

to the event. 

 

Registrations will be accepted beginning Tuesday, December 

10, (at the Council meeting), through (postmarked by midnight) 

Monday, January 21.  Registrations MUST be mailed to me, and 

accompanied by a $10. CASH ONLY registration fee per kid, 

which will be returned when you sign in for lessons the day of 

the event. 

 

Ski rental equipment (boots, poles and skis or snowboard) can 

be rented for $35.00 for the day.  This rental fee DOES NOT 

include helmets.  The mountain rents helmets for an additional 

$18., but their supply is very limited.  You must bring a ski 

helmet, AND skiers in our age range MUST wear them while on 

the slopes. 

 

MAIL REGISTRATION FORM AND REGISTRATION FEE TO: 

Jonathan Houck 

424 Cardinal Lane, Cheshire, CT  06410 

 

REGISTRATION FORMS AND THE EVENT FLYER ARE POSTED ON 

THE CSC WEBSITE.  

From the Vice President… 

Hello, Everyone – 

It’s time to ski, snowshoe and snowboard.  So…get your gear out, get 

outside into Mother Nature for some fresh air, exercise, fun and 

camaraderie.  Enjoy the spirit of the season and have a blessed 

Christmas, Hanukkah,and Kwaanza.  I wish all of you a healthy and 

happy 2020… make use of your hindsight as you move forward. 

 

Marsha Baretta 

CSC Vice President 

 

 

 Mount Snow Info 

Our season began with a 23 inches of snow in early December and 

we’re ready to have CSC members visit!  Changes have been made in 

some of our programs, so please read the below info carefully. 

 

Mount Snow is no longer offering the Everyday Benefits program,  

which allowed ski club members to walk up to the group sales ticket 

window in Sundance Base Lodge or at the Clocktower to receive the 

group rate every day of the week. 

 

However, Mount Snow is still participating in Awareness Days and 

the bulk ticket program.  In fact, the bulk ticket program has been 

updated to make it easier for members to purchase tickets at a 

discounted rate all season long, with no minimum or maximum 

purchase requirements.  You can buy online directly by going to 

mountsnow.com/csc.  Instructions and information are available there. 

 

When logging in to purchase bulk tickets, the system will require a club 

name and a password.  The club name is a unique set of letters and 

numbers – it is not your ski club name.  Please see your club’s bulk 

ticket coordinator for that unique ID. 

 

Please urge club members to purchase their lift tickets prior to arrival.  

By purchasing in advance, they will get on the snow faster! 

 

Club members also should be encouraged to visit the CSC’s website, 

which is an excellent resource to find program details.  If you have any 

questions, please call the Mount Snow group sales office at  

800-451-4443, and we’ll be happy to help. 

 

Kim Meeker 

Group Sales Manager 



 

  

WEEKEND SKI TRIPS OPEN TO ALL 

Hosted by Meriden Ski and Snowboard Club 

Sunday River 

January 17 – 20, 2020 (MLK weekend) 

3 nights slopeside at Jordan Bowl 

3 lift tickets 

$500 per person, less if using an Epic pass 

 

 

Burke Mountain 

January 31 – February 2, 2020 

Great deal for 2 nights condo lodging at the new Burke Mountain 

Hotel; 

2 days of skiing 

$171 - $219 per person 

Deposit  due now 

 

 

Stowe Resort 

February 21 – 23, 2020 

Bus leaves February 21 at 8:00 AM; returns February 23 at  

5:00 PM 

2-3 nights at Commodores Inn 

3 lift tickets 

$299-439; less if using an Epic pass 

 

Contact: Bob Curry at bobski@snet.net 

 

 

Hosted by Pinnacle Ski Club 

 

Smugglers Notch Resort 

December 6-8, 2019 

2 nights lodging 

2 days lift tickets 

$220 per person 

Entry to Saturday night brewfest 

Access to pools and hot tubs 

Free Friday skiing offered on arrival 

Contact: John O’Rourke, 914-318-1375; 

jorourke925@gmail.com 

Reservations can be made directly at 800-521-0536;  

Chris Kline.  Mention Pinnacle Ski Club. 

 

Killington 

January 3-5, 2020 

2 nights at Killington Mountain Lodge 

2 days skiing 

2 breakfasts; early welcome party 

$347 per person (discount for IKON pass holders) 

Contact: Doug Ham, 203-895-5249; mrhamm27@hotmail.com 

 

 

Burke Mountain 

January 24-26, 2020 

2 nights at Burke Mountain Hotel 

2 days skiing 

2 breakfasts; welcome party 

$300 per person.  

Optional add-on for  a day drive to Jay Peak 

Contact: Lisa Durrse, 203-246-5994; lisadurrse@gmail.com 

AWARENESS DAYS. 2019-2020 

The schedule of this season’s Awareness Days is posted 

on the CSC website.   Please note that the dates and 

places may change, so check before you go! 

And remember, you MUST have you current club 

membership card with a valid CSC sticker to take 

advantage of the discounts offered. 

Sad News to Share 

The sport of skiing has recently lost two of its most dedicated 

and enthusiastic participants and supporters.  

 

BOB DeVOE, member of NAVA Ski Club, was an avid racer.  

He was a member of Mount Southington Ski Patrol since its 

opening in 1964, Patrol Director at Mount Southington for many 

years, and a former CT Region Patrol Director. 

 

 

JACQUE CASSELLA, was a member of the Board of Directors 

and the Racing Director of AE Ski Club.  A memorial fund in 

his name is being used to replace the race shack at Powder 

Ridge, where he was instrumental in its race program. 



 

 

  

All you have to do is wax your skis and go!! 

There are some new trips now offered, so check the list for your favorite destination. 

 

Zermatt and Lucerne, Switzerland 

Jan. 24-Feb. 2, 2020 Sponsor:  Danbury Ski Club 

Skiing for all levels at the foot of the Matterhorn! 

Cost: $2640/pp, double; $3015/pp, single; $2965/pp, land 

only, for a 9-day trip! 

Includes: 

Roundtrip air between JFK and Geneva on Swiss Air;  skis fly 

free; motor coach transfers; taxes and surcharges; portage 

post-departure travel insurance (Alphorn Tours provides group 

protection after departure); 7 nights at Hotel Ambassador (4* 

with private baths in heart of Zermatt); full European breakfast 

and dinner daily; welcome wine and cheese party; Indoor 

swimming pool, sauna and fitness room; 6-days skiing at 

Zermatt and Cervinia ($410 value); 1 night in Lucerne at Hotel 

Continental Parc;  Full European buffet breakfast on day of 

departure to Zurich. 

Contact: Pam Golde, meanoldmom@comcast.net, or at  

914-806-5290 

 

Mount Snow, VT  

Feb. 10-13, 2020  Host: Nava Ski Club 

Cost: $435 pp/doub occ 

Includes: 3 nights at Grand Summit; 4 days skiing; 3 breakfasts; 

welcome reception, tubing session; club party; Snowbarn 

pizza/dance party; all taxes and fees. 

Contact: Janice Cohen, 860-921-7324, jmhe18203@gmail.com  

 

Banff/Lake Louise, Canada 

Feb. 29-March 7, 2020 Host: Metroland ski Club 

Cost: $1450 pp/doub occ; $1175 with IKON pass 

Includes: Non-stop air from Newark; bus transportation;  

7 nights at 3-star Ptarmigan Inn in downtown Banff; breakfast 

daily; 5-day multi-area ski pass.  $30 fee for first bag (skis & 

boot bag = 1 bag), $50 for second bag. 

Contact: Brian MacNamara, metrolandskiclub@gmail.com, or 

go directly to squareup.com/stoe/metroland-ski-club-Trip-3-

Banff-Feb29-March7-2020. 

 

 

CORTINA, ITALY 

AE Ski Club has an opening for one single female on its 

upcoming trip.  If you are interested, please contact Mark 

Riesbeck of AE at mriesbeck@aeskiclub.com. 

 

 

 

 

Jackson Hole and  Grand Targhee 

Feb. 8-15, 2020  Sponsor: Pinnacle ski Club 

Cost: $1975/pp doub occ (See Pinnacle website for full 

details:pinnacleski.org/trips.html) IKON pass holders 

discount. 

Includes: 

Round trip air from JFK to Jackson Hole via Delta; All ground 

transportation; taxes; 7 nights at The Parkway Inn (downtown 

Jackson Hole); daily continental breakfast (no hot food); 4-

day lift ticket to Jackson/ 1-day to Grand Targhee with 

transportation; 2 groups dinners; parking at commuter lot in 

Westport with bus to JFK. 

Contact: Drew Berescik at drewster333@aol.com  

 

Snowbird, Utah 

March 8-15, 2020 Sponsor: Danbury Ski Club 

Cost: $1995/pp, double occ. 

Includes: Round trip air NYC to Salt Lake City; transfers, taxes, 

surcharges, portage; 7 nights at ski-in/ski-out Cliff Lodge; 

breakfast buffet daily; welcome reception; mountain tour; 5-

day lift pass w/ free 6
th

 day.  Options: heli-skiing, day trip to 

Deer Valley. 

Contact: Charles Rubano, secondhillstudio@gmail.com 

Or 860-463-3125 

 

Jay Peak Stateside, VT 

March 20-22, 2020  Host: The Goodmen 

Stay/Ski Package Cost: 

$320.19 pp/doub occ.  $256.70 pp/triple occ; 

$224.95 pp/quad occ 

Stay/Ski/Splash Package Cost: 

385.04 pp/doub occ; $321.55 pp/triple occ, 

$289.80 pp/quad occ 

Arrive early on Fri. and get a lift ticket for that day! 

Contact: Donna Yanick at thegoodmenclub@gmail.com  

 

 

Sunday River, Maine 

March 26-29, 2020 Host: Danbury Ski Club 

Cost: Single-$755; Double-$532/pp; Triple-$471/pp;  

Quad-$435/pp 

Includes: 3 days skiing; 3 nights at slopeside Jordan Hotel; 

daily breakfast buffet; 2 group dinners; heated outdoor pool. 

Deposit due now; payment due Nov. 7. 

Contact: Greg O’Hara, 203-994-5254; weskisnow@gmail.com. 

 



 

  

Ski Council/Ski Club Appreciation Days 

 

Check out these offers for discounted tickets from some of the 

area’s ski resorts!  These dates and rates are separate from our 

Awareness Days schedule/pricing, and the CSC’s bulk ticket 

program. 

 

ATTITASH & WILDCAT 
APPRECIATION DAYS:  

Must have valid photo ID and valid ski club/council membership 

card.  One ticket per member, per day.  Purchase tickets at any 

ticket window. 

Dates: 

Jan. 2 & 3 - $37; Jan. 4 - $47; Jan. 5 - $37. 

Jan. 31 - $37; Feb. 1 - $47; Feb. 2 & 3 - $37. 

Mar. 20 - $37; Mar. 21 - $47; Mar. 22 & 23 - $37. 

Window rate for all dates is $89. 

 

ANY DAY RATES: 

Must have valid photo ID and valid current ski club/council 

membership card.  One ticket per member, per day.  Online 

tickets ust be purchased before midnight prior to arrival day.  

Tickets may be purchased at any ticket window.  All sales final. 

    Pre-sale    Window 

Adult (18-64) Sat & holiday $64     $69 

Adult   Sun-Fri, non-hol. $53     $56 

Youth/Sr (7-17; 65+)  Sat & holiday  $48     $52 

Youth/Sr  Sun-Fri, non-hol. $40     $42 

Adult  2 consec days $109 Sat & hol. $118 

    $91 Sun-Thurs $95 

Youth/Sr 2 consec days $82 Sat & hol. $89 

    $68 Sun-Thurs $72 

Holidays are: Dec 26-Jan1; Jan 18-20; Feb 15-23. 

Contact: 603-374-2148 for more information. 

 

BURKE MOUNTAIN 
Dates: January 24-26, 2020 and March 6-8, 2020 

Adult: $35.  Junior $25.  Must show current ski club membership 

card. 

Lodging: Includes outdoor heated pool & hot tub; pub; 

restaurant; cafeteria.  Promo code: SKICLUB 

Room Type  Ski & Stay per night 

Studio (2 adults)  $200 

One BR (2 adults)  $245 

Two BR (2 adults; 2 kids) $339 

Based on availability.  Offer expires March 9, 2020.  Tax & resort 

fees extra.  Pricing includes lift tickets. 

Contact: skiburke.com  

 

 

More Appreciation Days 

SUGARBUSH 

December 18-22, 2019.  Tickets: $55 per day! 

January 6-12, 2020.  Mon-Fri - $58; Sat & Sun $65 a day. 

Present valid, current club membership card & photo ID at 

any ticket/season pass window.  Tickets must be loaded on a 

reloadable SugarXpress Card for $5, or use the Xpress card 

you already have.  Discount is for a one-day adult lift ticket, 

one ticket per day, per card unless it’s a family club card.  Not 

offered to family members or friends unless it’s a family card.   

 

WATERVILLE VALLEY 

Dates: Jan. 11 & 12; Feb. 8 & 9; Mar. 14 & 15, 2020 

All tickets $45 per person, per day on these dates. 

Purchase at ticket window.  Valid current club ID required. 

Early season warm-up rate:  

Dec. 7 & 8, 2019 – ONLY $35 per person, per day 

 

WHITEFACE 

Dates:  Dec. 9 & 10, 2019; Jan. 13 & 14, 2020; 

Feb. 3; March 2; March 30 & 31, 2020 

Price: $44 per person with valid ski club or ski council 

membership card and a photo ID. 

 

 
OnSnow Winter Carnival Updates 

February 28, 29 and March 1, 2020 at Waterville Valley, NH 

 

LODGING: Lodging is on hold for CSC until Jan. 1, 2020 – so 

reserve ASAP!  Rooms may be reserved after that date at these 

prices if available.  Identify your club when making reservations. 

 

Town Square Condos: 3- and 2- level units available. 

3 nights-$992-$1061; 2 nights-$736-$782.  1-800-468-2553 

 

Black Bear Lodge: 1 bedroom suites. 

3 nights-$531; 2 nights-$382.  603-236-4305 

 

Silver Fox Hotel: 

3 nights-$531; 2 nights-$382.  1-888-236-3699. 

 

Fairfield Inn and Suites Hotel:  $189 per night.  Credit card will 

hold room.  603-536-0100. 

 

RESERVATIONS: rooms can be reserved as a club, or as 

individuals for friends/family. 

DEPOSIT:  50% deposit is required. 

REFUNDS: Except $30 per room/condo may be available up to 2 

weeks prior to arrival. 

 

LIFT TICKET: $25-$164 depending on age and number of days. 

DINNER: Sat. night.  Adults: $20; Juniors (3-12 years old) $10. 

RACE CLINIC:  Reserve by Feb. 11 CSC meeting. 

 

Contact: Dave Zuraw at 203-729-9060, or 203-232-9057. 



 

 

 
AWARENESS DAYS:  John Filakowsky 

203-372-6683; 

jgfilakovsky19@gmail.com. 

NEWSLETTER: Ginny Ludwig 

203-250-1560; 

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com  

RACING:  Rob Dexter, 860-836-9304; 

skicouncil@sbcglobal.net  

WEBMASTER: Bill Leuze, 

webmasater@skiclub.com 

HISTORIAN:  TBA 

PAST PRESIDENT: Jonathan Houck 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Ben Tomczak 

president@skiclub.com  

 

BAD WEATHER 

Bad weather may necessitate the 

postponement of a CSC meeting.  

Please check the CSC website at 

skiclub.com. 

Newsletter Editor 

Ginny Ludwig 

45 Wintergreen Lane 

Cheshire, CT  06410 

CT SKI COUNCIL  MEETING LOCATION:  

The Back 9 Restaurant at Stanley Golf Course,  

245 Hartford Avenue, New Britain 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

Visit our website at skiclub.com. 
The purpose of the Connecticut Ski Council is to foster 

and encourage organized amateur skiing and riding, to 

assist in the development of new clubs, to sponsor and 

run inter-club competition, promote club activity on and 

off the snow, and to teach skiing and ski safety skills to 

others.  The Council offers discounts on lift tickets, ski 

trips, lodging, competitive racing, Nordic programs, ski 

instruction, and social and sporting events, community 

involvement, physical conditioning, meeting people and 

having fun. 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

2018-2019 Season Officers 

 

PRESIDENT: 

Ben Tomczak; 

president@skiclub.com   

VICE PRESIDENT:  Marsha Baretta 

skimars93@gmail.com  

TREASURER:  Amanda Aven 

48 Terry Rd, Gales Ferry, CT  06334 

ct.ski.treasurer@gmail.com 

810-300-9155 

SECRETARY: Jonathan Houck, 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net 

AMBASSADOR:   Debbie Bonnanzio 

dbonnanzio@yahoo.com 

BULK TICKETS:  Southern Tier:  

Nancy Nolan, 28 Homestead Pl,  

Cheshire, CT  06410.     203-272-4681 

nancynolan@snet.net.  

Northern Tier Bulk Tickets: 

Mark Robitaille , 

marklrobitaille@gmail.com 

 

 


