
     

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

COUNCIL MEETING: 

April 14, 2020 

CANCELLED !! 
 

Next meeting date: 

May 12, 2020 

 

IF WE ARE ABLE  

TO MEET BY THEN! 

 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

skiclub.com                    April, 2020                  president@skiclub.com 

Dear Fellow Constituents of the Council, 

 

Well…at least it’s not like we had to give up a 

blockbuster winter. 

 

There, that’s our silver lining.  I wanted to start my 

letter on the most positive note I could muster – 

partly because I think it eases the reader into the 

tough slog ahead, but mostly because I knew I could 

get it out of the way very quickly.  Now, on to the 

bitter supper. 

 

As you all know, these are extraordinary times.  My 

absolute foremost hope is that you are all taking 

care of yourselves.  While I truly believe there isn’t 

an expert, or country, anywhere in the world 

dealing with this trial that knows what’s over the 

horizon or how to perfectly attack it, there are 

common sense measures we can take to safeguard 

ourselves and our loved ones.  For now, as we wait, 

observing practices like great hygiene and social 

distancing will have to suffice.  Please take care and 

stay healthy—you are all so important to the 

Council, the industry, and to me. 

 

With that said, our season is more or less kaput.  

Our CSC trip to Chamonix was canceled, and I 

suspect the same is true for many other club and 

individual trips besides.  Virtually every major ski 

resort seems to be shuttered for the season, even if 

international borders weren’t.  Based on 

recommendations from the CDC, FDA, DHS, ABC, 

and XYZ, I will be cancelling our April meeting, with 

May to be determined pending further 

developments.  For now, we will be postponing the 

elections for the positions of president and 

treasurer, and will have to shelve voting for 2021 

OnSnow as well. 

Newsletter Deadline 

The next newsletter will be 

for May –  

deadline is April 20. 

 Please send info to me at  

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com 

Thanks, Ginny Ludwig 

 

THE CSC on Social Media 

The CSC social media 

coordinator is Jamie Ransom.  

He can be reached at 

Roadsandwaves@gmail.com 

for all the Council’s Facebook 

and Instagram posts.   

Webmaster’s Email 

 

Please send all information 

you wish to have posted on 

the CSC’s website to Bill 

Leuze at: 

webmaster@skiclub.com   

I wish I could find words of comfort or 

proper guidance to offer to you, my 

friends, but none appear.  It is 

somewhat nerve-wracking to be urged 

indoors, isolated from our social and 

family networks, and to watch the daily 

news unfold and change like an ocean 

storm without any real sense of what 

next week or even next day will be like.  

I hope you will cleave to those close to 

you, and remember that we live in an 

age of amazing communicative 

technology.  Please don’t forget to 

reach out to your friends, neighbors, 

distant relatives, and fellow Council 

members to check in and help create a 

feeling of normalcy.  You can even get in 

touch with your president if you really 

want to at president@skiclub.com.  If 

for nothing else, drop someone a line to 

see how they’re getting on and to let 

them know you’re OK. 

 

Whatever happens next, I know that our 

Council is strong enough to weather it.  

We need each other, and the mountains 

need us, more now than ever.  Let’s be 

great support for ourselves and the 

industry, and be ready to leap back into 

our business once the dust has settled.  

Until then, please stay tuned for more 

news and, above all, may you and your 

love ones be well. 

 

Your brother in Winter, 

Ben 



  

 

 

  

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 

The Connecticut Ski Council will be holding elections this 

Spring for the positions of President and Treasurer.   

 

Both our President, Ben Tomszak, and our Treasurer, Amanda 

Aven, each have agreed to run for another two year term in their 

current positions.  Our Vice President, Marsha Baretta’s term of 

office does not expire until 2021.   

 

At this time, we are asking all clubs to see if they have anyone 

who would be interested in these Connecticut Ski Council 

Executive Board positions.  If you know anyone who would like 

to be a candidate for either of the two above-mentioned 

positions, please contact anyone on the Nominating Committee, 

and we can add your candidate to the slate.  Nominations may 

also be made from the floor on the night of the elections,   

On a date TBA, providing the nominee is present and accepts. 

 

The Nominating Committee thanks you, 

Paul F. D’Attilio, 860-977-3633, castskiclub@sbcglobal.net 

Joe Mahowski, 860-502-2500 

Kevin Cronin, croninskiclub@comcast.net  

MONDAY NIGHT AND STATE RACING AWARDS 

So – with all the requirements to stay inside and not gather in 

groups – we will not meet on April 14, 2020.  That said, all 

Monday and CSC state race awards are now completed, and 

are at my house.  If any club rep would like to come by and pick 

up their club’s awards, I would be ine with that.  Just give me 

advance notice to make sure I am home. 

 

I have divided all awards into club groups so each club’s awards 

are in one or two boxes.  I showed everyone a sample of the 

Monday night picture for this year (our 1
st
 place award) at the 

last CSC meeting  Grant Dolge, the artist, does better every 

year.  This year he has painted a woman racer – the first time 

doing so!  She looks marvelous! 

 

I know that the Mount Southington racers have put off their 

awards banquet.  They are the recipients of many of the 

“unattached” state awards.  I will attend their banquet and hand 

out their awards, whenever that is. 

 

Everyone please stay in and be safe and healthy! 

Hopefully I will see you all in a few months – this will not end 

soon. 

 

Rob Dexter 

CSC Racing Chairperson 

skicouncil@sbcglobal.net.   

 

 

From the Vice President 

 

Welcome Spring!  Our new normal is social distancing or hibernation.  I 

feel fortunate to have skied Killington on the unexpected last day of the 

2019-2020 season and to share that day with my grandson.  It was 

humbling to be part of an on-mountain experience in which skiers 

courteously did not squeeze into chairlifts, allowing for solo riders or 

skiers to ride only with their family/friends even if it meant only two riders 

on a “six-pack”  It is sad that our mountains had to close their operations 

while their trails are still fully snow-covered.  On the positive side, it was 

reassuring to be part of a sporting community that thrives in the great 

outdoors and to join with others brown-bagging their lunches to eat 

outside, politely seated at tables. Most of the food service areas at the 

mountain were closed.  It was a bluebird ski day!  I wish all of you 

strength and good health as together we weather this coronavirus storm. 

 

Now…time to turn our thoughts to SnowBall 2020.  The date, Saturday, 

November 14.  The site, Hartford/Windsor Marriott, and the band, 

RumRunners.  Our CSC Ambassador for 2019-2020 is Mike Brown of 

Newington Ski Club.  Ski clubs which are required to serve on the 

SnowBall planning team this year are: Danbury, Fairfield Flakes, 

Grumman, Hamden, Manchester, New Britain Falcons, North Haven, 

Norwich, Pequot, River Hills, Sikorsky, Ski Bears, Talcott Mountain, 

Torrington, and Trumbull.  The initial organizational and planning team 

meeting is currently scheduled for Tuesday, June 16, 2020, at 7:00 PM 

at the Back nine Tavern.  Each of the aforementioned ski clubs is 

requested to have a representative from their club present.  Committee 

assignments will be determined at that meeting.  A complete list of 

SnowBall committees and their descriptions is listed on the “SnowBall 

page” of the CSC website.  Mike and I look forward to working together 

will all of you to create a successful 2020 SnowBall.   

 

In the meantime, stay healthy and safe, and protect your loved ones.   

 

Marsha Baretta 

CSC Vice President 

 

 

Bulk Ticket Info 

We all know why this ski season came to an unexpected close.  

So there are probably many members with unused bulk tickets 

and are concerned about credits. 

I have been in touch with resorts and requested an increase in 

the allowable percentage of tickets we return for credit.  Some 

are allowing full credit for all returns, and a few are still deciding.   

I will notify club ticket coordinators of the final outcome.  

Meantime, clubs should begin to collect unused tickets.  If you 

have questions, please contact me at nancynolan@snet.net. 

Take care of your friends and family and follow the guidelines! 

 

Nancy Nolan 



 

 

  

2020 Waterville Valley  

OnSnow Winter Carnival Summary 

 

Our 2020 OnSnow Carnival at Waterville Valley was a great success 

thanks to all the volunteers who made it possible: Rob Dexter 

(State races), John Baker (other races), Jonathan Houck (Volleyball), 

Marsha Baretta (Fun race, raffle), Paul D’Atillio (Saturday dinner), 

and many others who supported our efforts – Ron Kaprazewski, 

Jane Suto, Dennis Suto, Mark Robaitaille, Robert Kot, Bruce 

Laroche, and many others who recorded race times, collected bibs, 

helped at the start area, sold raffle tickets, etc., etc. 

 

We had great conditions with snow on Thursday and Saturday, cool 

(but not cold) temperatures, and the mountain did a wonderful job 

with all the venues.  Our racers were very impressed with the race 

courses and Rob says the XC courser was one of the best we’ve had 

at our Winter Carnival.  Even the lift lines were fairly short! 

 

Congratulations to the overall winner Mountain Laurel, with 

Newington, Danbury, New Britain Falcons, CAST, Hamden, 

Grumman, and Metroland finishing second through eighth.  Also, 

congratulations to Newington for winning the Team Race, with 

Danbury, Mountain Laurel and the New Britain Falcons coming in 

second, third and fourth.  Newington will be running the non-state 

races next year. 

 

The New Britain Falcons, Mountain Laurel and Newington kids all 

did a great job on the race courses.  CAST won Volleyball; Mountain 

Laurel won the Fun Race, and Newington won the Ski Rally. 

 

Many people raved about the fantastic dinner on Saturday night, 

with more than enough great food.  The party was also a big hit, 

with a great DJ who kept the dance floor full, and a raffle with lots 

of great prizes. 

 

Our lower-than-usual turnout enabled us to compress the Saturday 

racing schedule such that all races were completed from 9:3—

11:30. allowing everyone more time to free-ski around a very nice 

mountain.  Some have said it was too far away, but it took the 

same amount of time for me as Sugarbush.  Some have said it was 

too expensive, but Waterville provided lodging prices reminiscent 

of the last century.   Some have said it was too far away from their 

club’s lodging, but we are explorers who like to visit different 

mountains, aren’t we?  Besides, no mountain is close to every 

club’s lodge. 

 

Take a look at all the 2020 results on our website, 

www.skiclub.com.  Thanks to all who attended! 

 

Dave Zuraw 

2021 OnSnow Winter Carnival  

Site Selection 

 

The 2021 OnSnow Carnival will be March 5-7, 

2021.  Please ask your clubs NOT to run ski trips at 

this time (as some unfortunately did this year.) 

 

The 2021 OnSnow selection meeting will take place 

before the may 12, 2020 CSC meeting, if such 

gatherings are allowed at that time.  Otherwise, we 

will get the information to you and find a way to do 

it on-line. 

 

If you have any suggestions for increasing 

attendance at this event next year, please let  

Marsha Baretta, Rob Dexter, Ron Kapraszewski, 

Jonathan Houck, Ben Tomczak and/or me know. 

 

Thanks, 

Dave Zuraw 



  RACING SUMMARY 
 

Racing Season is over. 

We held all 8 of our Monday night series using only one rain date – that was good as we only had one make-up alternate 

night scheduled.  The racers total: week #1 – 129; #2 – 154; #3 – 126; #4 – 130; #5 – 138; #6 – 129; #7 – 81; #8 – 117, for 

an average participation of 125.5 (1004/8).  The warm weather was not kind to our racers.  Often warm temperatures 

mean heavy granular snow, which can be more dangerous for injuries.  We had 6 season-ending injuries, 4 at Monday 

night, 1 at the Senior Winter Games, 1 at the OnSnow Winter Carnival.  I wish them all well.  Newington Ski Club ran away 

with the Monday night series championship, besting Mt Laurel Skiers by 801 points.  New Haven was in 3
rd

 place, 778 

points back.  Hamden as 4
th

, AE 5
th

, Winterset 6
th

, New Britain Falcons 7
th

, Metroland 8
th

, Danbury 9
th

, and NAVA 10
th

.  Ski 

Bears came in 11
th

, and River Hill in 12
th

 place.  The series continues to be strong – with hopefully next year becoming 

more on-line for both advanced ticket sales and race results. 

 

The CT Winter Senior Games were held at Ski Sundown of February 11, 2020.  The day had 57 registered for the event; 

however, due to the forecasted poor weather, a number of participants decided not to attend.  That said, the rain held 

off for the event, with only some mist and never a steady rain.  42 ran the 3 events – with one run Downhill on Canyon, 2 

GS runs on Gunbarrel (from the lower start), and the snowshoe sprint in front of the lodge.  The lunch was excellent 

quality, and medals were handed out at the end.  Carol Sweeney was unfortunately injuring in her 2
nd

 run of the GS (she 

was the person to acquire the medals) so unfortunately the incorrect year stickers were handed out with the medals.  

Carol is working on correcting that mistake, by mailing the corrected 2020 medallions. 

The State Races:  there are 5 – Giant Slalom, Slalom, Super G (was Downhill), Snowboard, and Cross-Country. 

The Giant Slalom at Southington had 53 racers with Kylie Brino and Matthew Fryer taking the two top spots.  Matthew 

only beat out Adam Pogorzeism by 0.05 on the combined 2 runs.  The Southington Slalom had 33 rcers in the dual course, 

with the same 2 winners, Kylie Brino and Matthew Fryer.  The next 3 State races were held at Waterville Valley, NH, at 

the OnSnow Carnival.  The Super G, on Friday, had 26 racers.  The course was closer to a GS on the World Cup trail, and 

there were some rolls on the hill that made the race challenging.  Brooke Combs and Michael Misencik were the top 

finishers.  The Snowboard race on Saturday was somewhat short on attendance – there were 2.  Art Dutra was the fastest 

(there were no women) and Noah Rogala came in second.  The Cross-country race held on Sunday was on a 5K course on 

the Adventure Center at Waterville Valley – in my opinion it was the best venue the OnSnow Carnival ha even run a 

cross-country race. Of course, the 12 inches of snow that fell on Thursday helped with the conditions.  Five people from 2 

clubs made the loop.  Rob Dexter and Christa Conlin were the fastest. 

 

The OnSnow Carnival at Waterville Valley, NH (February28, 29 and March 1).  See the summary of the 3 state events 

(Super G, Snowboard, and Cross-country) under the State race summary.  Junior As (5 racers) and Junior Bs (5 racers) 

started off the Saturday racing on the trail Utter Abandon.  It was easy to cycle around on the T-bar next to the trail.  The 

women’s race saw 12 racers, the Team race had 25 racers, and the Club race had 17.  There were no DNFs.  The Women’s 

race had Mt Laurel first, Newington second, and Danbury third.  The Team race was won by Newington, and they will run 

the racing aspect of the OnSnow Carnival for 2021.  Danbury was second, Mt Laurel was third, and New Britain Falcons 

finished fourth.  The Fun Race overseen by marsha Baretta had 5 different timed events to separate the 4 clubs 

participating.  Mt Laurel was first, CAST second, NB Falcons third, and Danbury, fourth.  Jonathan Houck, overseer of the 

ski boot volleyball, had 6 clubs sign up, with 5 competing.  CAST came out on top with Newington in second place, and 

Danbury, NB Falcons and Mt Laurel all tied for third.  The Ski Rally, run by Dave Zuraw, had 3 clubs competing.  Newington 

got first, with all questions correct, Mt Laurel was second, and Danbury was third. 

 

Overall OnSnow Carnival final standings: Mt Laurel was first with 98 points; Newington 2
nd

 with 82; Danbury 3
rd

 – 50; 

New Britain Falcons 4
th

 – 37; CAST 5
th

 – 19; Hamden 6
th

 – 3 points; Grumman and Metroland tied for 7
th

 with 1 point each.  

It was a bit disappointing to see that participation was down – but it could have been due to the distance of Waterville, 

where no ski clubs have club houses close to it.  We shall see where we go next year, and we will try not to conflict with 

the Industrial League Championship races. 

Rob Dexter, CSC Race Chairman 

 



 

 

 

 
AWARENESS DAYS:  John Filakowsky 

203-372-6683; 

jgfilakovsky19@gmail.com. 

NEWSLETTER: Ginny Ludwig 

203-250-1560; 

don.ludwig.45@gmail.com  

RACING:  Rob Dexter, 860-836-9304; 

skicouncil@sbcglobal.net  

WEBMASTER: Bill Leuze, 

webmasater@skiclub.com 

HISTORIAN:  TBA 

PAST PRESIDENT: Jonathan Houck 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Ben Tomczak 

president@skiclub.com  

 

BAD WEATHER 

Bad weather may necessitate the 

postponement of a CSC meeting.  

Please check the CSC website at 

skiclub.com. 

Newsletter Editor 

Ginny Ludwig 

45 Wintergreen Lane 

Cheshire, CT  06410 

CT SKI COUNCIL  MEETING LOCATION:  

The Back 9 Restaurant at Stanley Golf Course,  

245 Hartford Avenue, New Britain 

 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

Visit our website at skiclub.com. 
The purpose of the Connecticut Ski Council is to foster 

and encourage organized amateur skiing and riding, to 

assist in the development of new clubs, to sponsor and 

run inter-club competition, promote club activity on and 

off the snow, and to teach skiing and ski safety skills to 

others.  The Council offers discounts on lift tickets, ski 

trips, lodging, competitive racing, Nordic programs, ski 

instruction, and social and sporting events, community 

involvement, physical conditioning, meeting people and 

having fun. 

CONNECTICUT SKI COUNCIL 

2018-2019 Season Officers 

 

PRESIDENT: 

Ben Tomczak; 

president@skiclub.com   

VICE PRESIDENT:  Marsha Baretta 

skimars93@gmail.com  

TREASURER:  Amanda Aven 

48 Terry Rd, Gales Ferry, CT  06334 

ct.ski.treasurer@gmail.com 

810-300-9155 

SECRETARY: Jonathan Houck, 

203-213-6991; jhhouck@cox.net 

AMBASSADOR:   Debbie Bonnanzio 

dbonnanzio@yahoo.com 

BULK TICKETS:  Southern Tier:  

Nancy Nolan, 28 Homestead Pl,  

Cheshire, CT  06410.     203-272-4681 

nancynolan@snet.net.  

Northern Tier Bulk Tickets: 

Mark Robitaille , 

marklrobitaille@gmail.com 

 

 


